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Upon presenting the environmental implications of the COVID-19 pandemic to Surfers Against Sewage and its response to the pandemic, the main points discussed during the seminar can be found summarised below.

Surfers Against Sewage as an organisation may appear exclusive to some people due to its name (‘Surfers’), as such SAS may only appeal to coastally-located and surf-sport partaking individuals, not the wider populace. A key point we discussed with regard to hinderances in achieving greater traction in their work. Digital activism is widely used to tackle environmental ocean issues. However, as discussed in the seminar, raising awareness online is only good to an extent. At some point, physical action must be undertaken to address the issues highlighted. We acknowledged that this is difficult to do so during a pandemic and lockdowns. SAS has voluntary regional representatives and 20 employees (all based in Cornwall). We concluded, in order to gain greater national traction in their work, should there be employed regional representatives nationwide, a more holistic implementation of their response to the pandemic may be achieved. 

During the initial lockdown period of the pandemic, SAS particularly heightened its ReturnToOffender campaign. Pressurising the greatest offenders of branded plastic litter found on UK beaches through social media methods of see it, snap it, share it, as means to reduce their single-use plastic packaging. Demonstrably effective, however we discussed an additional element of increased public education is required to promote individual responsibility and accountability rather than solely pressuring manufacturers to change their behaviour. We concluded that a shared responsibility between the general public and manufacturers is required for the responsible disposal of plastic packaging. Organised beach clean participants, when permitted according to Government guidelines must wear PPE (masks and gloves). After the first lockdown increased amounts of COVID-19 PPE was found during beach cleans i.e., N95 surgical masks and plastic disposable gloves. Which when discussed, highlighted the difficulty of ‘returning’ found PPE to its offender and the oddity of having to use PPE to clean up PPE. 

In a post-lockdown UK, reconciling increased coastal tourism (staycations) with reducing marine litter was appointed as a key issue. The majority of beach litter is attributed to littering e.g., takeaway pints, as reported in SAS’s post-pandemic case study. SAS’s approach to plastic pollution is; stopping the problem at source and cleaning up pollution from our beaches. In response, SAS’s Digital Ocean School provided educational opportunities when beach cleans and educational facilities were off-limits due to lockdowns.

SAS are highly effective at raising awareness and campaigning, online in particular, this was amplified during COVID-19 especially throughout periods of lockdowns as substitutes for in-person campaigns and events. However, we resolved that solely campaigning online may not be indicative of the actual state of UK beaches. Especially given that information is submitted by individuals (through see it, snap it, share it and hashtag usage) and as such not exactly ‘peer-reviewed’. This could be producing a skewed version of reality, given that the majority of beach litter is attributed to littering and increased SAS online campaigning occurred during lockdowns and stay-at-home orders. With the studies indicating, those who live nearer to beaches and coastal areas care more about environmental quality and beach aesthetics than their in-land counterparts.
