Critically engage with one scholarly viewpoint relevant to your essay

“Can Psychedelic Compounds Play a Part in Drug Dependence Therapy?” – (Sessa, Ben, and Matthew W. Johnson, 2015)

I have chosen an article that talks about the role psychedelics can have on drug dependence in a therapeutic setting. This heavily relates to my essay, as I will be talking about the positives and negatives of using these compounds medically. Iboga is a substance I have not thought of mentioning; however, this article talks about its effectiveness for treating alcohol dependence. The effective use of ketamine for alcoholism is also quite promising, as it “produced total abstinence for
more than a year in 66% of those in the ketamine group” – (Sessa, Ben, Matthew W. Johnson 2015). While my essay is more focused on psychedelics in the hallucinogen category, gathering any scholarly viewpoints around these narcotics that reinforce my argument in my essay will be very beneficial.

The article also mentions the how the research into psychedelics is being revisited, and still in its early stages. Discussing the boundaries of future testing could also be something I talk about in my essay. One of the boundaries mentioned in this article is the legalities of these psychedelic compounds, as they are only able to be researched in “highly regulated” medical laboratories. I am glad I have found this source, as it has given me more to talk about, and I will definitely include the viewpoints it outlines.


