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How the concept of landscape interlinks with sense of place


This essay will look at the concept of landscape and how it is connected with sense of place. It will also look to see if a sense of place is something that is actually meaningful for people, or whether it just is a philosophical concept. It will consider what landscape means to people, both at home and overseas; it will look at a spiritual connection to landscape and how people find a connection within their environment.

When discussing the concept of landscape, there are many factor that come to mind, such as the natural history and geography of the area, or how industrial history has shaped the land. One other factor when discussing landscape which is normally not discussed, is the people who live work and breath within that landscape and how it can have a deep philosophical attachment to them (Cresswell, 2008).  It can be the place of their ancestors or they see it from their spiritual and religious beliefs.  These factors have helped to sculpt the landscape and has helped to shape their identity.

The disparity in definitions makes it difficult to communicate the idea of landscape clearly.  There are many different interpretations of the concept of “landscape”. For example, Lewis (n.d.) talks about how different groups of people preserve their surrounding environment in the upper Skeena Valley. He talks about the split between First Nations (Native Americans) and Euro-Canadian residents and how this area means something different to both groups. First Nations people see it as the home of their ancestors and of great value to their cultural identity and spiritual beliefs. To the Euro-Canadians it is not the home of their ancient ancestors, but is still of importance as it was the original settlement for their European immigrant forefathers who helped to build the Canada of today and so the upper Skeena Valley is seen as part of their heritage. However, both groups of people now rely on the upper Skeena Valley as a source of income (Lewis, n.d.). 

[bookmark: _Hlk500924524][bookmark: _Hlk500927702]Kudryavtsev, Stedman and Krasny (2011) state that the surrounding environment is necessary for growth for young people, as using the landscape allows them to feel a connection with their surroundings, be it within nature or an urban environment and that it is necessary for people to feel a sense of place and this should be used as an education tool. However, others argue that learning about your landscape is necessary, but for the study of sciences and might not acknowledge a sense of place as a key element when it comes to studying the landscape. Rather, they see it as something of great interest to study for its flora and fauna, ecology, geology, speleology and entomology (McGarigal, n.d.). 

 Cresswell (2008) talks about how the only way for ‘humans’ to feel that they are ‘humans’ is ‘within a place’. He looks at what Relph (1976, cited in Cresswell, 2008) says about how a basic meaning of place is not the location, nor is it the trivial function that a place serves, or comes from the communities that occupy an area, nor the experience of it; but rather, place is simply the essence that is the unselfconscious intentionality that defines place as a profound human existence (Cressswell, 2008). 
A more interpretative philosophical view on landscape can be seen through poetry. An example from Wales, is the poet R. S. Thomas 1913-2000, who wrote “A Welsh Landscape”. This poem talks about the landscape of Wales and how it recalls the past, as if it is stuck in a moment of time; the poem looks at how cultural identity is linked to the landscape and how it has created the image of Wales:

“To live in Wales is to be conscious
At dusk of the spilled blood
That went into the making of the wild sky,
Dyeing the immaculate rivers
In all their courses.
It is to be aware,
Above the noisy tractor
And hum of the machine
Of strife in the strung woods,
…………………
There is no present in Wales,
And no future;
There is only the past,
Brittle with relics,
Wind-bitten towers and castles
                           (www.Thecuriousastronomer. wordpress.com, 2017)

The poem clearly show a reflection upon the landscape and specifically refers to iconic images of Wales, such as the Wind-bitten towers and castles and the old notion that Wales is a slow developing country: There is no present in Wales, And no future; There is only the past, Brittle with relics. Another point of interest is how the writer paints a romantic rural image with its wilderness and how the land was used for its natural resources due to Wales’ long history of mining and industrial industries (Johnson, 2016). 

Welsh cultural identity has a direct link to its landscape as Wales was one of the first industrial nations in Western Europe (Perkins, Evans and Gillham, 1982). Welsh people have always felt proud of their industrial heritage and their ties with their land; this even goes back to the early 14th century when “y werin bobl” the poor peasantry of the day, took great pride in their “y filltir sgwâr” their patch of land which was essential for the basic elements essential for everyday living as it provided food, shelter and water (Gant, 2015). 

Landscapes create nations, and nowhere is this truism truer than in Wales, Cymru. Almost everything about Wales has been decreed by its terrain; if the countryside had been different the Welsh people as we know them would never have existed (www.cpwr.org, 2013).


Pedagogy of place is a method for understanding one’s own environment. Pedagogy is not just one specific focused area of learning however, it branches off into various areas of understanding. It incorporates one’s own understanding of the history of the area, its flora and fauna, geology, natural history, spirituality, philological thoughts and how all this effects individuals’ sense of place through their experience and knowledge of a particular area as a sense of place emerges through these aspects along with, “a growing sense of the land and its history after living there for a time” (Woods, 2009).  

Sense of place focusses on the concepts of where you are and who you are It is an individual’s connection and interpretation of a particular area, about how they feel about places; it is about being deeply rooted in their own history as we all hold special connections to various places.  Specific areas are often considered as special places to people, hence they can hold emotional value to people (Kudryavtsev, Stedman and Krasny, 2011). As humans we develop emotional attachments to areas, whether to identify us as individuals or as an ethnic group. An example of this emotional connection to one’s own native land is known as hireth in Welsh, which has no-known directly English equivalent translation, but is usually acknowledged as meaning a grief or sadness for the land in hope that the motherland might one day be returned and restored to its natural state and people (BBC.co.uk. (2017). 

People are not just moulded by their surroundings and the landscape, they can also be the ones who shape their landscape.  An example of this are the slate quarries in North Wales. For well over a century they have been the focus as a source of income for the people who worked there; now they are world famous, not for the quality of the slate, but for the quality of climbing  
The Llanberis slate quarries are home to some of the boldest, finest, hardest and weirdest climbs in Wales. The routes' considerable reputations are well matched by the despoiled mountainsides geology, history and the climbing culture of the area (Reeves, 2011).

Llanberis slate is over 500 million years old, and was formed when layers of mudstone were compressed over millions of years. Slate is virtually impervious to water, and is easily split into tiles making it excellent for roofing and this is why it was harvested for people’s homes (Reeves, 2011). However in recent years, especially since the 1980s, climbing has become a mainstream activity in the United Kingdom as people started to become more involved in adventurous activities.  From the early Traditional Climbing, which is a form of climbing where you place personal protection such as nuts, cams and hexes to hold you in case you fall when lead climbing. Early pioneers, such as Don Whillans, developed the sport and used examples of sport climbing from many European countries to push themselves into climbing more difficult routes (Reeves, 2011). For a climber it is not just about climbing walls, as there is a real sense of community within the sport, as people come from all over the United Kingdom to climb these historical walls. Part of this is to try and reconnect with the early climbers and follow in the footsteps of Don Whillans and Joe Brown, for example with their famous climb on Dinas Cromlech and the Cemetery Gates route (Geldard and James, 2010, p.91). This ties back into what Relph (1976 cited in Cresswell, 2008) says about how it is simply about having a human experience of ‘being’ within a place. 


A perspective on people and their relationship with the landscape is best shown in the country of New Zealand, where the Department of Conservation in 1987 ensured that they would build upon working alongside the indigenous Maori tribal groups to gain their perspective of landscape so as to help with conservation and to respect the Maori ancestral and spiritual beliefs (Carr, 2008).  O'Regan (1992), Tau ct iiL (1990) and Tront (1998) talk about Aoraki being a very significant place for the Tipnm, as it is the home of their ancestors and is valued in their spiritual and cultural beliefs.  This is why the Maori ask people to refer to the mountain as Aoraki and not as Mount Cook National Park, as it has an overwhelming sense of place and identity for them (Carr, 2008). It has always been the case that we tend to connect and attach ourselves to areas that hold significance and become revered over centuries of story-telling and worship. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shintoism is a religious belief system originating in Japan and has evolved from animistic practises which focus on the idea that everything that exists has a spirit. In Shintoism there are no strict practises or dogma; it is down to the practitioner to find their way to worship or connect with the gods and spirits that reside within nature also known as Karmi. This word means everything to the Shinto practitioner as they feel that it is their earthly duty to worship nature to keep the natural order of peace and harmony throughout the world. They understanding of the natural world in a philosophical sense, is that while the sun provides life, it can also cause famine and drought, while he rain provides growth for plants and animals, but can also cause floods. Although these natural disasters can destroy many lives, to the Shinto it is a natural process that helps to change the landscape and environment and holds just as much value as the sun providing nourishment (Soul of Japan, 2013).

Recreational activities can be contradictory in many respects, for example, mountain climbing. The stereotype of this activity is of someone who is very environmentally aware and conservation friendly. However, when climbing how often do we consider if we should be climbing this mountain and what this place mean to the indigenous people. Mount Everest is known as Sagarmatha in its native Nepalese language which means Mother Goodess of the Earth. This mountain holds a significance to many religions within the area especially Buddhism and Hinduism, as it is seen as the bridge between heaven and earth. The area is rich in folklore for the local people and for most people is not something seen to be climbed (Mountain Springs, 2016). 

The Nepalese Sherpas, for example, have lived and worked at high altitude since birth so they can push themselves to working in oxygen deprived areas such as in the death zone of 8,000 metres on Mount Everest as it is a good source of income to support their family. However, in 2014, 16 Nepalese Sherpas died in an avalanche, these men all came from poor communities and needed the income, and due to Western companies advertising adventurous holidays, this has led to the death of 16 men all for the pursuit to climb a mountain and brings into question whether is it ethical to use Sherpas (Largent, 2014), However, just one expedition to the summit of Mount Everest can help to support a Sherpa’s family and go towards helping the community, such as sending their children to school; so it can be said that Western companies are helping to support local lives (Mountain Springs, 2016). 

Many mountaineers find the overall excitement of climbing a sense of escape from modern-day living and a way to re-connect with nature. It helps them with confidence and self-esteem. The sensation of taking a big risk seems to be for many climbers the reason they want to participate in such activities (Pomfret, 2006). Priest’s 1986 Adventure Experience Paradigm of the reward outweighing the risk where the participant’s experience of the five stages of adventure (exploration & experimentation, adventure, peak adventure, misadventure and devastation and disaster) helps the participant to understand their own levels of skill and ability (Priest, 2006).  

Although these are all motivations and emotions that the climber feels, as stated above, the extrinsic factors for the climber, walker, caver or even those who undertake urban climbing, then the individual feels it is necessary for them to immerse themselves in their surrounding environment. Whether it is solely down to a sense of exploration, or a sense of getting a high out of what they are doing, they need to find an appropriate landscape that they can use to feel a sense of place which they get from doing their activities. (Kudryavtsev, Stedman and Krasny, 2011).

In conclusion, what these essay shows that the definition for landscape is not just as simple as your surroundings or environment, but can also have a deeper and meaningful connection to a sense of place. People help to shape the landscape around them and it helps to shape their identity, be it cultural, ethnic or religious. Landscape means something different to us all; it is an individual’s personal perception. When we hear the term it could mean the study of the geology of a specific area to a geologist; or it could be the home of your ancestors just as it is for the Maori in New Zealand and help determine a sense of place for individuals. Therefore the discussion of landscape ties in with a sense of place as they have an underlying philosophical connection.  
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