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Coins and Arverni
[bookmark: _Hlk611753]This report will explore the coinage used by the Arverni people and a brief description of the history of currency in Iron Age Europe. The following discussion will analyze the style of coin which was used explaining the Greek and Roman influences, other coins traced to the Arverni will be referred to and outlining what currency meant to these communities before they were overruled by the Romans. Currency in central Iron Age Europe started with strips of iron of roughly the same weight. These strips of iron were not fashioned like the standard type coin of today. Instead, these strips, thickest in the middle, were squashed at one end (Filip 1977 page 134-135). These pieces of Iron were used all over Europe as early as the Hallstatt period, being used for payment for imported goods from the Romans like grain, meat, and wine. The expansion of trade throughout Europe brought cause and need for the minting of coinage. This took effect as early as the 2nd century, this is when communities started to rely on their own economic stability, (Filip 1977 page 134-135). Communities were growing, the large oppida that the people lived in had sustainable industries.
Arverni History
[bookmark: _Hlk604751][image: ]The Arverni People lived on what now is known as the region of Auvergne which is situated in central France of today. These people held an extensive area of ground in the 2nd century BC (www.Britania.com), this area measured on average of 20,000sq km (Hanson p233). That is until they were overpowered by the Romans in 121 BC, in 60 BCE. The people of Arverni invited Ariovistus, king of the people of Aedui, to help overthrow Caesar (www.britannica.com). The rebellious Gauls revolted against Caesar with the leader Vercingetorix, this man was the son of an Avernian named Celtillus. Vercingetorix was a headstrong man and managed to gain respect from other surrounding areas of people to aid his revolt (Cunliffe 1979 p148). Vercingetorix died in 46 BCE after losing the battle to Caesar at Gergovia (www.britannica.com). There are coins that represent Caesar's conquests which were minted after the events indicating they were used to show off his conquests, the first type of coin (seen left), was made three years after the fighting in Gaul (www.humanities.mq.edu). This coin is thought to represent Vercingetorix, on the reverse side is a two-horse chariot, with a spearman on the rear of the vehicle. These artful representations on coins can give an understanding of history at the time, but also, in forcing a dictator's presence within the communities by spreading the image of what once was, and what that ruler has achieved through time. There are other coins Caesar used to advertise his victories. Before this, over empowerment by Caesar, there were other coins in circulation.




[bookmark: _Hlk435007][image: ] The coins which the Arverni probably used were the coins that were first made mainly with gold and silver, it was rarer to find other metals such a bronze and copper. (Filip 1977 page 134-135). Coins were in much more use towards the second half of the 2nd century, which were derived from the Greeks, the Stater of Alexandra the 3rd of Macedon was found as far as Austria. However, in Gaul, most of the coinage found was the gold Stater of Phillip the 2nd of Macedon (Filip 1977 page 137). The picture on the left shows the head of Apollo with the Greek inscription stating “Phillip”.  Central Gaul was the region in which the gold staters of Philip were first copied, and where the duplicates follow utmost closely to the Greek model.  (www.snible.org/coins) The standards from which the Gaulish gold coins were copied probably came into Gaul by way of Massalia, or possibly by the Danube and Rhine valleys (www.snible.org/coins). 
Power
[bookmark: _Hlk511543]These coins could have been used by several communities, but there are accounts of the Arverni in the classics referring to gold coins. The stories were written by Strabo who mentions the father of King Bituitus of the Arverni people exhibiting wealth by scattering gold and silver coins from a chariot (Stan 2014 p47). It is unclear whether this story is true, but it is considered that coinage wasn’t used so much as a currency but as a status of wealth like jewels and fancy goods, to show your power and wealth, which in turn gives security within the communities. Wealth buys arms and protection. It feeds the hungry and enforces alliance with the other surrounding communities.
[bookmark: _Hlk598104]Daphne Nash mentions in The Numismatic chronical (1978), that in the 3rd Century the Arverni had monopolised the currency in Gaul, Gaulish traders apparently needed safe passage on the roads, so adopted the authority of the Arverni leaders, the people preferred to pay one organised enforcement as opposed to several outlaw types (Nash 1978 p 206). This must have been the basis of the Arvernian Hegemony. This Arverian Monopoly of minting coins was thought to have started in the 3rd century and it is understood that there was no other minting in Gaul, except for the outskirts to the west. (Nash 1978 p 207). The earliest coins can be viewed below, several examples are held by the British Museum (see below). 
Arverni Coins
[image: ][image: ]This silver coin associate to Arverni people is only recorded as Iron Age, on the left shows a warrior with a round shield and spear, dressed in tunic and trousers, there is beading stamped off centre, there is a head on the opposite side who was probably an Arverni leader. The imprint on the coin isn’t very central, not much care has been taken in the stamping of the coin, but the detail of the person represented is very clear. The weight of this coin is 1.19g (www.finds.org). The coin on the right is said to have been found in the Avernian area also, the head is very clear with the reverse showing the symbol possibly the goddess Epona the horse, the art on this coin suggests that it is a very early coin but again is only listed as Iron Age and weighs a lot more than 2.24g (www.finds.org). The Archaeological finds at Gergovia consisted of over 60 coins less than 50% were Arvernian all represented like the coins pictured above in this report. The other coins found at the site had letters, T POM SEX F which are consequent from the Augustan bronzes issued at Lyons about 15-12 B.C., with a bull butting, like Massiliote coins. They are among the latest Gaulish coins of minted further north. It is not known where they were minted. But unlikely to be Arvernian (www. archaeologydataservice.ac.uk). 
The Arverni tribe where a powerful people whose territory was vast, and the display of gold coins mentioned by stan does suggest they displayed the power they had by minting their own coins. The coins which were used all over Gaul and other surrounding territories can give a chronological order of history through type and design, signifying trade routes and movement of people by analysing the knowledge of finds. But what is apparent, is that the people of The Iron age where a modern structured complexed society, who felt the need to mint their own coins to add to the developing economy. 
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