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                                                        Impact on Moodle on students


Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk40208032]In this report, I will be discussing the impact that Moodle has on students. This is significant, as there are many different learning sites everywhere, one of the sites I will be discussing is this. Universities, colleges use this site, for online learning. With my ‘Primary’ and ‘Secondary’ research, I will  be discussing my aims, the advantages and disadvantages of my primary research, the method I did to investigate this further , how I obtained the results, that I got from the method I used, and my overall conclusion with this

Background
This literature review outlines the background and development of VLE Moodle, to support teaching and learning in Moodle. The other most popular VLE, ‘Moodle’, was presented in 2001.It was initially industrialised to help educators,, create online courses with a focus, on communication and cooperative building of content .I am going to thoroughly, discuss about the effect of Moodle on students. With the secondary information I have, I believe that this is important for people who are doing a course, that also have Moodle accounts, to consider taking this information, towards themselves. The first article, that discusses the improvements Moodle is has improved (Jim Alexander 2012) a project manager, suggests that ‘new features is currently being tested to ensure a smooth transition, with the switchover happening in June 2012.’ This is important, for students using Moodle, as many students, who may be having difficulties trying to access this. Therefore, this shows the consideration for the students, who are not having an easy time at that time who are now going to have quite a better service using this. Furthermore, Alexander quotes ‘These include course enrolments and integration of Portico cohorts, look and feel, and more… ‘
These features show that before the improvements, Moodle didn’t influence students positively, so then they have taken the advantage to make it more advanced, not only for students but for tutors as well. ‘improve the experience for tutors and students’ Another secondary research, I have investigated is from another article ‘Terms Evolution’. This discusses the advantages of Moodle. The disadvantages aren’t included. It says that Moodle is 
‘ . An easy way to communicate with students and staff wherever they are:
. A quick way to share documents.
Other advantages –
· Save time and money – making resources available online can save time and money in photocopying
This tells us, that  the online learning site overall is beneficial, this conveys to the students that it is important, to use Moodle because it’s not time consuming, tutors and students can communicate quickly, wherever they are therefore, the service is very quick and up to date . The students recognize, the importance of the use of other functionalities of this platform, in order to promote the success of the teaching/learning process.

Hiram College found in 1850, ruins today as one of the state’s most appreciated abundant arts organisations.  Placed in Ohio’s Western Reserved. Hiram was looking for a solution, to help students learn online and communicate with tutors. This college partnered with Moodle partners and since then, it has made an impact on their education. However, they have had challenges with the previous Moodle partner. Varonis says “We were growing more dissatisfied with [our previous provider]’   eThink education, provided a new Moodle partner, who astonishingly done better than the old provider and therefore, the students had a better service. This is important for their courses, because it has gotten to the point, where now they can now even have their grades sent through Moodle to their banner. ‘Moodle into our Banner SIS, which will make the process much easier’ 




[bookmark: _Hlk40203474]Aims and Objectives
With this topic, I had to do secondary research. This is to see, what I should take consideration of. For example, age. So, I decided that my first question should be about age. Especially, if I am going to ask about Moodle, people will have to be honest with their response by their experience on Moodle. My second aim, is to also make sure that my questions, were quantitative or qualitative. This is important, so that I can able to evaluate my questionnaire, why I specifically asked the type of questions I asked on my survey.
[bookmark: _Hlk40200071]














Method
The method I have decided to do, for the procedure, is by making a survey to investigate on this topic. I interviewed people, by sending surveys out. Sixteen classroom students, including me at my university, have been able to collect information, from each other here are the details I have found. The first question I asked was the age range, I asked about the age range, because this also is important to understand how different people view Moodle though their experience. This is a discreet question. The qualitive questions, that I asked for example ‘What is your gender?’ in the survey, is to show the people, who responded to my survey that they are not just women its mixed. This is a nominal question.
The second question is qualitative, nominal, categorial and discreet. There are variables, in the variables there are two types. ‘Categorial’ and ‘Numerical’.
My third question is quantitative. How many times do you use Moodle?
This is continuous. As I have put the options once a week, twice a week and etc, there is not any option in between, it is specific. If you go on Moodle either once, twice or more than three times. This question is ordinal, as I have put the options as number once, twice, or more than three times, this in in order.  Another ordinal question I asked on my survey, was on number six. ‘Rate the mail services, do you agree that they have a good service?’ This data is quantitative. With the audience I had, I wanted to state their level of agreement, they had to evaluate 










Results
Question 1. What is your age range?

	18-25  (blue)
	1

	25-30 (orange)
	2

	25-50  (green)
	2

	50+     (red)
	2
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Question 2.
What is your gender?
	Female (blue)
	5

	Male (orange)
	2
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Question 3.
How many times do you use Moodle?
	Once a week (blue)
	0

	Twice a week (orange)
	2

	More than three times a week (green)
	5
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Question 4 .
What digital gadget do you use for Moodle?
	Phone (blue)
	3

	Tablet/iPad (orange)
	0

	Laptop/Computer (green)
	4[image: ]

	
	














Question 5.
	Less than 30 minutes (blue)
	1

	30 minutes 
	0

	More than 30 minutes (green)
	2

	More than an hour (red)[image: ]
	4


How long do you utilize Moodle?
                                                   













Question 6.
	Agree (orange)
	1

	Strongly disagree (blue)
	6

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly disagree
	0


Rate the mail services. Do you agree that they have a good service?
[image: ]








Question7.
Would you change or add anything on Moodle?
	Yes (blue)
	1

	No (orange)
	6[image: ]








Question 8.
Are you confident on Moodle?
	Yes (blue)
	7

	No
	0[image: ]










Discussion
With the results I have obtained, from my investigation, I have evaluated on it, so that I could give myself self-evaluating criticism. The advantage of it all, is that I knew the meaning behind, as to why I done the survey, therefore, my target audience was aware, they were able to answer my questionnaire. Looking at other source within my research, I wanted to make the questions, straight forward, so that the responses would also be straightforward. I am satisfied with my responses because, with my options for each question, most of them were positive. This is significant because it means that Moodle, for everyone is overall good for their learning. With my results, I done a table and took my survey response pie chart and copied it to the table so that it is more understanding. For example, the age range question I asked, the options were all answered, none of them were zero. My pie chart was able to label the results in colour as well. This is important as well.
The disadvantage I would say, is that even though I have secondary research, my table had to be primary. The primary data I had, was from the in-class activities and it was time consuming, because I had to do it myself. This means that, when someone else collects my data, it will be secondary to them. However, this advantage is that I can get it however I want because it’s done by me.
The secondary research was quicker, because it’s not from me, it’s someone else’s primary research. I had to look at sources to see as a guide, to be able to make my own primary research. The disadvantage is that I didn’t use secondary throughout. As I began doing my questionnaire, I used all my primary research. Therefore, this is time consuming because I looked at other sources for my questionnaire when I didn’t even use the it for my primary data.
 Also, withing the in -class activity, it was about knowing what the meaning of the types of data is. This is significant because with this it helped me with my survey.
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Conclusion
In conclusion, throughout my research I am satisfied as I have been able to make a survey that had responses that are most positive about Moodle. In my opinion, this shows that Moodle has a great effect on learning for students.
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