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The aim of this assignment is to outline the pedagogical principles within an educational setting. I will also provide the strengths and areas for development for each principle and discuss and develop my own personal stance in relation to educational practice. Within this assignment the aim is to develop and provide a better understanding of the curriculum and pedagogical principles with other ideas and concepts to compare with my own to ensure a range of opinions to collaborate, identify and discuss the pedagogical principles. Also I will aim to elaborate on my own opinions throughout in order to develop my own personal pedagogies in relation to the pedagogical principles which will be outlined. 

Pedagogy within Wales was designed to ensure teachers within the educational setting exceeded their own quality in order to provide the best learning outcomes for their learners (Husbands and Pearce, 2012). With this in mind it creates an idea for teachers to follow their highest expectations in order to project this onto the students to achieve the best possible outcome with their learning. 
The Foundation Phase curriculum is designed with the twelve pedagogical principles underpinning the main aims in order to reflect effective learner-centred dynamics (Welsh Government, 2023). This means that with the twelve principles in mind, all successful pedagogies provide play-based learning, outdoor learning and authentic personal learning for all children (Welsh Government, 2023) in order to aid the best personal development for each individual.  
The pedagogical principles are designed to give guidance to provide good teaching practices within a setting to ensure learners are at the forefront of the learning when practitioners are designing and delivering their lessons. This means that practitioners ensure all learners are fully aware of their four principles when designing and considering their curriculum (Welsh Government, 2022). Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) states that the curriculum should be designed in a way that it focuses directly on the outcome of the learner as oppose to the subject and syllabuses that are provided (Donaldson, 2015. p.5). This in time means that with the included twelve pedagogical principles it provides a wider range of child-centred learning to ensure the child has their personal, social and emotional needs considered while also aiming to support the What Matters Statements and the four purposes throughout the teaching and learning experiences. In doing so it will support learners to become ambitious, enterprising, creative, ethical and confident learners throughout their lives. 

The Welsh Curriculum, 2008, was designed around the ideas of a Key Stage 1 and 2 which followed on from Foundation Phase with a focus on subjects and skills. This included a firm understanding of mathematics, science and language which was enabled to achieve the best for the learner within a broad and balanced curriculum (Welsh Government, 2019). Compared to the old Curriculum for Wales, schools now have the opportunity to combine all Areas of Learning (AoL) to provide a blended experience throughout their school learning. From the old Curriculum (2008) it has introduced AoL’s as a means to encourage connections across their learning to combine real life knowledge and skills, contrasted to named subjects which only focussed on certain subjects individually (Welsh Government, 2021). 

“Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.”
(Donaldson 2015:68)

This first pedagogical principle is viewed by myself as an aim for teachers to provide a high volume of activities for children using a wide range of stimulating equipment through different approaches. This could suggest using outdoor environments, individual activities and working in groups as a means to provide the strategies for the learners. This also means that all Areas of Learning are blended into one environment where learners will have a holistic approach to their learning and development. 
Within my observation week with Year one and two I noticed that the teacher had different areas within the classroom, which the children had access to, to complete activities which had been introduced and guided by the teacher such as maths and numeracy tasks and also creative areas. All of these activities, which are known by the children as ‘challenges’ gave them the opportunity to explore and experiment individually while also being involved in the current classroom topic. While in the classroom, during this time, one group would be taken by the teacher to do direct teaching on a separate table to complete work with the guidance of the teacher. This would then be rotated in colour groups so everyone had an opportunity to complete their challenges and the task led by the teacher. I find this is a very useful way to apply the pedagogical principle and this can be supported as children are able to reveal their own needs and intentions through a spontaneous occurrence (Bennet, Wood and Rogers, 1997, p. 2), compared to structured and formal approaches to learning. 

This principle is used widely in the Foundation Phase as it has been recognised that children learn through many ways including learning through play. Jean Piaget (1967) recognised that children in the pre-operational stage of development needed an open play environment in order to enhance their development while being supported by a passive role from the teacher (O Alharbi, 2022). This ensures that although there is direct teaching, the learners are able to explore freely to build their own knowledge of the world around them. Theories such as this from Piaget may have informed the way that the new curriculum has been introduced within Wales due to its evidence on children’s development through play. This theory can also be supported by Vygotsky (1962) Social Development theory as it showed that learner’s cognitive development is aided by their social interactions (Mcleod, 2023). 
Although these theorists believe that learning through play is an important part of their development, Meadows and Cashdan (1988) believed that due to the implicit learning that takes place it may become aimless if the more knowledgeable other (MKO) does not have the sufficient environment for the children. This can also be supported by Fisher and Williams (2004) who agree that if children are provided with a play based environment, then the MKO should provide them with the experiences and ideas to explore within their surroundings. Due to this it can be assumed that with Donaldson’s pedagogical principle, it is necessary for teachers to have a correct understanding of how to support learner’s development if they introduce play activities. However with direct teaching also being included within the pedagogical principle it could be argued that all children will get the necessary learning equipment as an aid in their development. 

Within the Foundation Phase, holistically, the learner is able to develop by being able to explore and encounter a range of stimuli with accessible areas for learning. This provides the learner with a safe learning environment for them to grow socially, emotionally and physically by providing them with the opportunity to become strong independent learners who are able to question their own needs and the needs of others. However it is important to understand and recognise, as discussed above, that this is only achievable if the learner has the correct environment provided which is introduced by the more knowledgeable other. 

“Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.” 
(Donaldson, 2015:68)

This pedagogical principle is interpreted by myself as a means to provide learners with relevant topics which they have previously been exposed to. This could mean using topics from the world around them such as Castles and Vikings or religious topics such as Ramadan and Diwali. I personally believe that learners thrive better with familiar topics as they become more confident with their learning due to their current knowledge in order to engage their interests. Also within this pedagogical principle I believe that using challenges for the learners, which are within their own knowledge will motivate them to complete the tasks in order to aid in their learning. 
Within my observation week I discussed with my Mentor how they engage the learner’s interests and it was identified that at the beginning of each new topic, they were asked what they would like to find out and also what challenges they would like to see. I found this was a very useful way of engaging interest and selecting resources as the learners had the opportunity to use their own voice to decide what they would like to do throughout the term. Also discussed with my mentor, was the idea that all the challenges the learners take part in, in their spare time, had originated from their own ideas and previous knowledge and when beginning a new topic the teacher would discuss with them as a whole class what they already knew about the topic. 

Within the Foundation Phase this pedagogical principle is an important piece of information as it includes the necessary need to provide useful topics and discussions for the learners while also drawing upon their existing knowledge in order to create a comfortable learning environment. 
When questioning what makes good teaching many teachers understand the need for factually accurate resources. While identifying which resources are factually accurate, they must also show relevant use of the curriculum which can be shown within a wider range of context (Hessey, 2016). Selecting relevant resources ensures that every learner has engaged interests in their learning, as recognized by Graham Donaldson (2015), this approach will suit a wider range of needs when identifying a learner as an individual. However also argued by Donaldson, it is noticed that without the suitable resources and engagement this could begin to separate learners into groups of interests. One weakness within this pedagogical principle is that many teachers may not understand the variety of prior knowledge which the learners have and also to what extent a learner may need support in reactivating their previous knowledge (Tay, 2018) which could become an issue when meeting this pedagogical principle as it would require a greater effort to connect their prior knowledge to the new content. Engaging interest refers to the effort, persistence and participation in the classroom and it is an important aspect within the new curriculum as students not only improve within their learning environment but it may also introduce a positive emotional well-being for an individual (Sutton, 2023). 
Psychologist John Sweller (1988) first identified the Cognitive Load Theory, which has since been used by many in educational settings, describes how memory has a limited capacity with information. This supports the pedagogical principle by building and reactivating previous knowledge with materials and environments that reduce the overload of information which in time can support learners development and engage their interest (Loveless, 2022). However when activating prior knowledge it is important that teachers understand each individual’s previous knowledge in order to provide higher cognitive and problem solving skills with the classroom (Trickey, 2021). 
In comparison to the first pedagogical principle, this one does differ slightly in the range of needs of each individual learner and also the importance of previous knowledge. However if done correctly this can provide the learner with the confidence in their environment to learn a greater amount of information with relevant sources to suit their needs and interests. 

“Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.”
(Donaldson, 2015:68)

Personally I believe that this is one of the most important pedagogic principles within Donaldson’s Successful Futures as it is one of the most defining strategies. This principle suggests that the connections between the Areas of Learning are used as an unforced blended approach to learning for children and as discussed by Donaldson (2015) they are not separated subjects developed in isolation (Donaldson, 2015. p. 68). This suggests that all skills and concepts are explored by the learner as a means to ask questions and explore within the Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE). 

Within my placement setting all individuals are encouraged to ask questions and explore their surroundings. In doing so, all areas within the classroom are a blended learning experience with subjects showing in different areas. For instance, although there is a mark making area which supports their Language, Literacy and Communication they are exposed to Welsh words and Numeracy symbols which they can copy and colour. Blended learning within my placement is highly encouraged and the teacher emphasises the importance of exposing learners to all Areas of Learning while taking lessons and challenges. Also within my placement it is a big focus in their teaching that they provide blended experiences throughout their school as a means to provide the best possible teaching for their learners, this includes blended topic experiences and unknown AoLE learning meaning the children are unaware of what areas of learning are taking place. 

The Areas of Learning and Experiences (AoLE) supports the Four Purposes by contributing connections to the What Matters Statements within the curriculum. This supports and complements the AoLEs as it describes the experience of the real world to provide spiritual development and well-being within the learners environment (Welsh Government, 2020). Both school and learners are able to collaborate freely to design a curriculum of which themes they choose to study within their learning experience which can then be used to aid the students by identifying which AoLEs they will be learning to plan activities (ESTYN, 2020) which provides them with the opportunity to explore across the Areas of Learning and Experiences. This pedagogical principle ensures that all learners are able to transfer their knowledge and understanding across the AoLEs in contradiction to the old curriculum which showed the subjects as individual isolated topics (Donaldson, 2015, p. 68) and this pedagogical principle aims to reinforce powerful connections within the Areas of Learning and Experience to promote common questions and concepts across the AoLEs (Donaldson, 2015, p 68).

The first and third pedagogical principle, in my opinion, link closely together to follow a strategic idea to implement within teaching and learning that provides the best deliverance for the learners experience. Compared to the second pedagogical principle which focuses on the learners own knowledge and experience In order to create good teaching practices. However I believe that all three of these pedagogical principles work closely within one another as they all focus on the learner and the best possible outcome for the child as a means to provide the best learning experience throughout their school journey. Also when the pedagogical principles are outlined, these three, like the other principles ensure that within the classroom environment, the child has the greatest opportunity of learning which best fits them and their own desires and goals. They equip them with the correct resources and tools to aim for their own learning outcome whilst being overviewed by more knowledgeable others for them to have their own learning experience to aid with their resilience, questions and methods to take with them through life. 

Throughout my teaching experience I have come to realise the importance of taking into consideration the twelve pedagogical principles. As outlined by many it is important to me to understand that without my own principles within a classroom and ideologies it will reflect on the learners resulting in less engagement, no progress within their learning and also being unsupportive of their social and emotional development. As a result of this I will aim to always take into account the pedagogical principles when designing lesson plans and the school environment in order to provide my learners with the best learning experience they can have. Also I will aim to always blend my Areas of Learning and Experiences as best as possible within my lessons and sub groups while taking into consideration the best possible way to support the learners. In doing so, I hope that this will support my learners and students with the necessary means to enjoy their school experience and encourage them to question, explore and experiment safely and freely throughout their lives. Lastly I will aim to provide evidence within my work and self-reflections to monitor and track my personal growth and progress which I can then build upon throughout my own learning experience. I will ensure to always document my progress as best as possible to determine which areas I will need to personally develop and also to identify my strongest areas. 
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