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I work in a senior school in Pembrokeshire with a year 7 class of 10 children all with Additional Learning Needs. Our staff are starting to get the children speaking Welsh, most of the children only speak incidental Welsh when they arrive from primary school such as days of the weeks, colours and basic language. Our team of staff are going to be looking at how Welsh affects everyday language and can be brought across in a gentle fun way as well as looking at Successful Curriculum from Donaldson and his stepping-stones and how these help children achieve at their own pace and time linking with ALN policy. “Article 29: You have the right to be best you can be. Education must help you develop your skills and talents to the full” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2020, p.1).
In one’s own setting children are encouraged and praised linking to Carl Rogers and Abraham Maslow, and how feeling good about yourself, encouragement and praise helps children to reach their full potential and develop to the best of their abilities (Bates, 2019). Also looking at John Dewey, and his ‘hands on’ approach to learning through doing and theorists such as Bronfenbrenner, Vygotsky and Skinner.
Activity 1 is a worksheet all about ‘me’. The aim is to use Welsh to describe themselves in more detail and find out children's likes, dislikes as well as their favourite things but in a fun way to start their Welsh Curriculum lessons as well as helping staff to get to know the children.
 It is important for the children to learn Welsh basic words and everyday language such as I like, I love and my favourite but in a fun way through creatively doing pictures and answering about themself. This links to John Dewey (1859) Theory of Pragmatism where he believed in learning experiences and hands on doing (Bates, 2019). This helps the children to build on their skills from primary school, such as colours so by adding favourite colours children are starting where they already know and building on their confidence and skills. This links to Carl Rogers (1902) Facilitation where he believes people need to be put in the middle and feel good about themselves to succeed and have Empathy and Respect to be truly happy and in Congruence (Bates, 2019).
The activity is a worksheet, it asks personal information such as favourite foods as well as getting the children to draw themselves, what they look like and their favourite shows. Encouraging the children to think about themselves, what they really like, and they can be creative and draw or write the answers it is up to the individual as to what they prefer another question asked is what's your favourite show all written in Welsh. This gives children a chance to use Welsh but for fun and expressing themselves linking with John Dewey theory of ‘learning through doing’ (Bates, 2019). 
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There is also an extension activity for when children finish, Welsh dragon picture to colour this links with Welsh theme, but also helping with mindfulness, art, creativity and imagination and is cross curricular. This links to Education Act 2002, requirements are to promote spiritual, moral and cultural development of pupils at school (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). 
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(Twinkl, 2018).
Some of the children sat at school before the lesson even started refusing to do the lesson, saying ‘I cannot do Welsh’.  They had a fixed mindset. According to Dweck (2014), fixed mindsets are where you believe you are good at something and have talent or simply cannot do it, a growth mindset is where you believe you try and keep going and hard work helps build on your talents. Children are encouraged to start with what they already know and build on confidence and feeling good about themselves, this links to Maslow (1908) Theory of Hierarchy of Needs where to fulfil your full potential your need to have self-belief, a sense of belonging and respect (Bates, 2019).
In one’s own setting children had different ideas, some were creative and took their times drawing pictures of themselves and writing all information like age, date of birth as well as colouring in their cake and making it unique to them and other children who were not so keen to be creative wrote quickly, put information such as Harry Potter for book and television programme and were finished quickly. There was no wrong or right answer, it was up to individual children how they wanted to express themselves. This is part of the Curriculum Cymreig as we were exploring creative and expressive arts in Wales with music, art or dance (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003).
Child A really enjoyed colouring a picture of themself, and took a long time drawing their glasses, colouring their hair the right colour and style. Child A also drew their cake into Fortnite and put the right number of candles for their age they also took their time drawing a computer game and drawing individual characters and spent the whole lesson on this task. Child B was not so confident and asked child A to help them draw a picture. Child B then went on to colour in candles and cake but wrote the television programme ‘U Tube’ and coloured the icon in red, this child was done much quicker and then continued to task 2 and coloured in the Welsh dragon. Child C did not understand the Welsh words, so an LSA sat with this child and went through the word in Welsh and English, so the child understood what to do. Child D could not read and so could not understand what was written, again staff sat with this individual and went through each question and talked about their favourite food and then the child drew it. Child D needed reassurance before drawing to make sure they were doing it right. Under Article 23 if you are disabled or have Additional Learning Needs, you have the right to support and care so you can lead a full and independent life (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2020). Child E choose their favourite colour, which was green then attempted to draw some sausages then scribbled across the section in a green felt so you could not see what was drawn underneath it, the Learning Support Assistant and the child talked about their favourite foods and the child's answers. This links to Donaldson Successful Futures Curriculum, “Progression steps, learning should be a continuous experience, building progressively as children and young people grow and mature. Progression steps include a range of achievement outcomes and are designed in ways that offer space for those who develop skills and knowledge earlier and support for those whose progress is slower” (Donaldson, 2014, p. 7). There is a teacher and 2 learning support assistance with this class to help and support pupils, “Article 6: you have the right to life, to grow up and reach your full potential” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2020, p.1).
In one’s own setting our class is a small group of ALN pupils, there were extra tasks for students if they finished, as well as discussing the sheet explaining Welsh words as a class. Linking with Vygotsky ‘Scaffolding’ theory where staff or peers can scaffold children until they can do it for themselves (Frederickson and Cline, 2015). Staff were able to discuss the words and meaning with the children in Welsh and English guiding and helping children until they can do it for themselves. This also links to Donaldson Successful Futures New Curriculum where we broaden learner knowledge and make learning fun (Welsh Government, 2019). Donaldson making learning fun also links to Dewey hands on learning (Bates, 2019). Which linked directly to our fun all about me worksheet where children got to design their sheets all about them learning through doing and not just copying phrases off a board.
This activity worked well, children enjoyed being creative and working at their own pace. Under the Inclusive framework policy of ALN, students should be following stepping-stones at their own pace as a plan for suitable progress “Progress steps show how aspect and elements develop along a continuum for all learners” (Welsh Government, 2013, p.5).  This activity could have been better if there was more conversation such as talking about people's favourite things or by encouraging talking with a partner instead of only saying Welsh and English meaning of words on the sheet. There was no welsh extension for anyone who found this activity to easy, only colouring activity was offered as extension.  
These activities helped promote the Welsh language through a fun way of doing and helped children feel good about themselves linking with Carl Rogers and Maslow sense of belonging and being held in high regard and this will help children develop to their full potential (Bates, 2019). Learning Welsh also helps children to have a sense of belonging to Wales as well as a sense of Identity of who they are and feeling part of cultural group. This links with Bronfenbrenner Macrosystem: children's developments are influenced by values, customs and attitudes of the cultural group the child belongs to (Bates, 2019). Today children have a right to Language, Culture, Identity and nationality under the UNCRC rights of the child. “Article 30: You have the right to speak your own language and follow your family’s way of life” (Children Commissioner for Wales, 2020, p.1). In one's own setting we promote Welsh language across the whole curriculum, “using Welsh to create a school ethos that shows school belongs in Wales” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003, p.2).  
Welsh was not always encouraged in history but today we have Welsh as a key subject in our curriculum helping pupils to have a sense of belonging in Wales and belonging to our school. “We want to inspire children and young people to use Welsh in all aspects of their lives” (Welsh Government, 2019, p.1). Welsh language can change from different areas and can be spoken in different ways and in one setting we are trying to encourage positive experiences of Welsh and using Welsh throughout the day across the whole curriculum. Skinner (1904) theory on Operant Conditioning, “positive reinforcement is where good behaviour can be encouraged by offering rewards” (Bates, 2019, p.35). So, when pupils communicate in Welsh, we encourage it, praise it. Even if it's just asking to go to the toilet in Welsh.
 According to Siarter Laith Framework: “we need to plan provision for children and young people which not only gives them the opportunity to use or practice Welsh but instils in them positive attitudes towards the language which translates into active use. This can reap dividends in the long term, helping them to see that the language is not something solely connected to school, and that there is a rich social and cultural world associated with it” (Welsh Government, 2019, p.3). This links to Bourdieu theory of Cultural Capital, the more capital you have the more power you hold. Bourdieu believed cultural capital included traditions, beliefs, languages, arts and culture (Social Theory, 2016). This also links to Bronfenbrenner (1917) Ecological systems Theory, where he believed the macrosystems: children's development is influenced by values, customs and attitudes of family and their cultural group (Bates, 2019). Helping children with culture, values and language to have a sense of belonging and identity which links to UNCRC Article 7, you have the right to a nationality and Article 8, you have the right to an identity, and Article 30 “you have the right to speak your own language and follow your family's way of life” (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2020, p.1). This also links to Maslow (1908) Hierarch of Needs Theory to reach your full potential you need sense of belonging, self-belief and satisfaction to reach self-fulfilment (Bates, 2019).
In one own setting, Cymraeg Curriculum Map for year 7 half term 1 are, “cyflwyno gwbodaeth person 1af- introducing information – 1st person” (School A, 2019, p.1). The children were introducing information about themselves on their worksheets, in the 1st person but in a relaxed fun way, following our school Curriculum Map for Welsh (Cymraeg).
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