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AIM(S) 
· To develop understanding of the Chinese classical tradition through the foundational educational text – the Analects and reflect on and evaluate cultivation of the self through the guidance of the texts and its key figures. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· demonstrate understanding of the diversity of interpretations in the ancient commentaries and the underlying sociohistorical context for such readings; 
· demonstrate the ability to analyse the content and structure of the text and its commentarial tradition to determine educational value; 
· demonstrate skill in explicating passages from the text in an accessible and academic manner; 
· show reflective engagement and practice through the study of Confucius’ life and his students in the Analects. 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
· Close readings of passages in the text drawing from classical exegesis through the commentarial tradition. 
· Evaluation of contemporary Chinese and Western scholarship and current interpretive methods. 
· Seminars to discuss and reflect on relevance for the individual and society today. 
· Experiential learning by focussing on various ideas and practices through the readings that can be implemented in daily life. 

 Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	60 
	20% 

	Independent learning 
	240 
	80% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	300 
	100% 


 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☐ 
	Coursework 
	☒ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Oral presentation 
	20 minutes 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Present on how the Analects may be relevant or applicable to the life of a university student today. (Demonstrate the ability to analyse and present on key principles and concepts of Confucian learning.)

 Assessment Component 2 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☒ 
	Coursework 
	☐ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Essay  
	2500 words 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Discuss to what extent Confucian is seen to live out the principles that he advocates in the Analects.  (Demonstrate the ability to critically analyse, evaluate and argue based on reason and evidence.)
 
Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	

	Coursework 
	50%

	Practical 
	50%

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 
INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
	Module Code 
	SIHE5005

	Module Title 
	Four Books of Confucian Learning II 

	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Slingerland, Edward G. Confucius Analects: With Selections from Traditional Commentaries. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2003. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Gardner, Daniel K. Zhu Xi's Reading of the Analects: Canon, Commentary, and the Classical Tradition. New York: Columbia University Press, 2003. 
	 ☒ 

	Essential 
	Fingarette, Herbert. Confucius: The Secular as Sacred. New York: Harper & Row, 1972. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Watson, Burton. The Analects of Confucius. New York: Columbia University Press, 2007. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Van Norden, Bryan W. Confucius and the Analects: New Essays. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Makeham, John. Transmitters and Creators: Chinese Commentators and Commentaries on the Analects. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Olberding, Amy, ed. Dao Companion to the Analects. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands, 2014. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Goldin, Paul R. A Concise Companion to Confucius. Newark: Wiley-Blackwell, 2017. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Hunter, Michael and Martin Kern, eds. Confucius and the Analects Revisited: New Perspectives on Composition, Dating, and Authorship. Boston: Brill, 2018. 
	☐ 

	Further 
	Ivanhoe, P.J. Confucian Reflections: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Times. New York: Routledge, 2014. 
	☐ 



