How Piaget’s learning theory is seen in practise today?
“Piaget's theory relies on the idea that learning is constructed by both the learner and the instructor.” (Sosnowski. J, no date) This statement makes it clear as to one of Piaget’s beliefs in a way that a child develops and learns best. It seems that Piaget’s believes that for a child to be able to learn they need to be able to learn by themselves as well as with an adult, for example a teacher or a parent. This can be seen within practice today as within the Foundation Phase, 2015, it states that “Through their play, children practise and consolidate their learning, play with ideas, experiment, take risks, solve problems, and make decisions individually, in small and in large groups.” From this it suggests that the foundation phase shows that from children taking control of their own learning they can learn many things. This links in to Piaget’s theory as it states that for children to be able to learn they need to be in control of some. This is suggested when Furth. H, 1970, stated “in order for the intelligence of a child to grow, he has to be active in a general human environment.” This statement could mean many things. One being that the child is only able to achieve if it can replicate things that they do in their normal life. This could be simple things such as role play, letting the children play as though they are in a real-life situation, for example house. This is where each of the children take on a character from in the house, such as the mum or the dad. Within this time the child may choose to act in ways that they have witnessed from someone in their home environment acting. An example of this may be that someone in their house may smoke, this could be a parent or a grand-parent. This child may imitate what they do by holding an objected as if they are smoking also.
As part of Piaget’s theory, he believed that there are four different stages to cognitive development. This is because he realized that children think and develop at different stages depending on their age. The first stage of Piaget’s theory as referred to as the sensorimotor stage. This is for children between the ages of zero to two years. As this stage only goes to the age of two it does not affect children of a school age. Although it is at his stage where a child starts to learn about the word around them. For a child that may have never come in to contact with other children, they may not realise what the result in their actions may cause. As a result of this schools do a lot of group work so children can see how other children react when they do different things. For example, if a child takes another’s toy, then they will learn that by taking someone that someone else was using will make them unhappy. 
This links in to the foundation phase, 2015, as it states that children need to “be aware of and respect the needs of others”. It also goes on to say: “develop an understanding of what is fair and unfair and to be willing to compromise”. By this being included in the foundation phase children can learn and gather an understand of what is right and wrong and what they may be able to do to change their actions, this is also helping to develop children's cognitive development. 
The second stage of Piaget’s theory is ‘The Preoperational Stage’. This stage is for two to seven-year-olds. This is related to learning today as the foundation phase in Wales is aimed for children between the ages of three to seven. When the child reaches this stage, they are unable to reason with someone logically and will always think they are right even if they are wrong. When a child first gets to this stage, Piaget suggests that a child is very egocentric. This means that a child will think about their needs before anyone else's. As well as thinking of their own needs, children will also prefer to play by themselves instead of with each other. The foundation phase, 2015, recognises that it can be difficult for children to be able to socialise with other children, this is why the foundation phase works to improve the child confidence with interaction with others. This is done as they are encouraged to “form relationships and feel confident to play and work cooperatively”. By being given the opportunity to make new friends they are likely to start achieving in the rest of their work. This is because the child may start to have confidence and have a more relaxing experience when it comes to the child learning through play. This is most likely to be seen in when a child is learning in the roll play as they are able to take on one character instead of many others to  be able to play.
As well as learning to work with others McLeod. S, 2018, suggests that children are also developing “the ability to make one thing”. This means that they may be developing a word or even developing an object, when doing this it is likely that they mean is not actually the corrected meaning, it is likely it will “stand for something other than itself”. An example of this could be a child holding a banana and thinking it’s a phone. One way this could be seen in today's learning is in a roll play area were the child may not have everything that they need to be able to act out so they must think what they can use. This can be seen in the foundation phase as nursery children need to develop “imitate real-life and make-believe experiences within role play” (Foundation Phase, 2015).
The third stage of Piaget’s theory is referred to as concrete operational stage. Piaget suggests that this stage occurs between the ages of seven to eleven. It is with in this stage that a child is thought to have the ability to think more logically and to be able to understand an in-depth conversation. This part of Piaget’s theory is seen within learning today. This is seen within the foundation phase when a child gets to year two, they are expected to have progressed in their learning. One outcome from the foundation phase which shows that a child should be working toward progressing in everything they do, this is clear from when the Foundation Phase, 2015, states “build on previous experience, speaking confidently and making themselves clear by:  organising what they say, choosing words deliberately, including relevant detail.” From including this in the foundation phase it starts to make it clear that Piaget thought to have been taken on board and that for children to be able to go on and a progress in their learning they need encouragement. 
Within this stage Piaget also recognised that children start to understand what is being said to them. This could mean that if they are being told what is happening step by step then It is likely that they will understand the result or understand what the result is. This is clear when Piaget said: “They begin to understand the concept of conservation; that the amount of liquid in a short, wide cup is equal to that in a tall, skinny glass, for example.” (Cherry, K. 2018). To help with developing this skill it is likely that some classrooms with in the foundation phase will have a water tray area, this is to help them to experiment playing with different methods of measuring and learning about how things may not always look the same. 
The fourth and last stage of Piaget stages of cognitive development is called ‘The Formal Operational Stage’. Piaget states that this can be to start at the age of twelve up. It is within this stage that Piaget starts to believe that you have learned everything you need, to be able to think like an adult. “The child who needs to draw a picture or use objects is still in the concrete operational stage, whereas children who can reason the answer in their heads are using formal operational thinking.” (Mcloed, S. 2010) Piaget believes that after the age of twelve a young adult can think like an adult, this has had an impact on education today. This is seen as at the end of primary school and through secondary school, young adults are encouraged to do a lot of thinking for themselves. Within secondary school pupils are expected to deliver several presentations throughout their time there. This encourages thinking as when they are delivering presentations, they will need to have knowledge on the subject that they are delivering as if they were to be asked a question that they didn’t know then it is likely they have not covered everything.  
Within this stage Piaget also believes that “Teens begin to think more about moral, philosophical, ethical, social, and political issues that require theoretical and abstract reasoning”. This statement from Piaget is like what pupils will be learning about in the new curriculum. “Successful futures” is said to provide pupils with “an understanding of historical, geographical, political, economic and societal factors and provide opportunities to engage in informed discussions about ethics, beliefs, religion and spirituality.” (Donaldson,2015) This shows that not only did Piaget have an impact on the foundation phase but also on the new curriculum that will soon replace the whole curriculum in wales. As these different topics are going to be spoken about in school and being talked about more it is likely students are going to get the answer to their questions sooner as they are likely to be taught more Indepth about the subjects the query the most. 
Overall it seems that Piaget’s theory could have been used to help educate children today. This seems throughout the foundation phase there are many things in common. For example, one of the main things about the foundation phase is that children are meant to have control over their own learning. This is seen in the foundation phase as children have time to play and learn through experience, with the minimal amount of work done sitting down at table. This is clear to come from Piaget as he stated that a child needs to learn from themselves as well as an adult, “Piaget's theory relies on the idea that learning is constructed by both the learner and the instructor.” (Sosnowski. J, no date). It also seems that Piaget might believe that all children should develop at the same time. This seems to be the case as each is expected to have completed each stage by the age appropriate. This is different to learning today as within the foundation phase, children are usually set in to groups according to their ability. This means that all the children can work towards their next goal. If a child does not complete everything to their satisfaction of their age, then they can be provided with support. 
It seems that Piaget’s theory is also having an impact on future curriculums that have not been fully introduced in to school. This suggested that it is likely that Piaget’s work and ideas are working to help educate school children it just may need to be taught in a different way.         
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