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Translation: Satyricon 68

	Then, after time had intervened, when Trimalchio had ordered dessert to be brought forth, the slaves lifted all the courses and brought in others, and they sprinkled sawdust dipped in saffron and cinnamon, and, a thing which I had never seen before, rubbing dust from a transparent stone. Immediately, Trimalchio said, “I was able to be satisfied by this dish; for you all have dessert. But if you prefer something beautiful, bring it forth.” Meanwhile, the boy Alexandrinus, who was serving the hot water, began to imitate nightingales while Trimalchio was shouting along: “Change [the mode]!” Behold, another game. The slave who was sitting at Habbina’s feet, who had been ordered, I believe, by his master, suddenly proclaimed in a melodious voice…..

Comment: Satyricon 78
	Having told his “rags to riches” story to his guests, Trimalchio changes topic suddenly: turning from discussing the layout of his palace, he asks his slave Stichus to bring out his funerary clothes. Stichus promptly brings forth a white pall and the toga praetexta; the latter was his garment when serving as sevir Augustalis.[footnoteRef:1] It is noteworthy that Trimalchio chooses in death to follow the Roman mos maiorum of being clad in official toga rather than, say, as a god, in the manner he was depicted in his palace murals: after turning his nose up at tradition in life, he suddenly embraces it in death. Of course, Encolpius is also quick to add that, in keeping with Trimalchio’s custom of extravagance, these materials are made from “bonis lanis.” Trimalchio quickly reverts back to his old ways in threatening Stichus with being burned alive if these materials are defiled by vermin: this is the final promise of mistreatment of a slave, coming on the heels of numerous such mistreatments throughout the evening. “Gloriosus” is used for the only time in the narrative when Trimalchio describes how he wishes to be wrapped for his funeral procession: this is the culmination of his life’s work, and all he has earned and done has led to this climatic moment, when for Trimalchio “aeque me mortuum iuvet tamquam vivum.”  [1:  Lawall 2011: 201.] 

	Encolpius continues to be disgusted with Trimalchio’s act “ad summam nauseam,” which Sedgwick reads as “to a disgusting extent.”[footnoteRef:2] A cum clause then transitions a new action: the heavily drunk Trimalchio calls forth his entertainers and horn-players, stretches himself out on his couch, and asks everyone to imagine that he is dead. The horn players are ordered to play “something beautiful” for the occasion; they commence with a “funebri strepitu.” There is an irony here between the grand funeral ceremony Trimalchio had just articulated, and the bawdy, drunken play-funeral that is suddenly taking place before his guests. There is more irony when Encolpius identifies the slave of the undertaker, who Lawall notes is the freedman and fellow dinner guest C. Julius Proculus,[footnoteRef:3] as “inter hos honestissimus,” as honor was not an attribute affixed to slaves. This slave disturbed the whole neighborhood with his funeral dirge, so much so that fireman rush in, thinking that Trimalchio’s house was on fire, presumably from the act of cremation. This commotion, the first in many hours not orchestrated by Trimalchio, provides the occasion for Encolpius and his companions to escape the party at long last. That they flee as if the house were really on fire shows just how desperately they wanted to leave. Lawall also suggests this is an allusion to Horace’s Satires 2.8, when Fundanius and his companions flee from Nasidienus’s dinner.[footnoteRef:4] This ending shows that Trimalchio was not as in control of his life, his party, and his fortune as he projected to his guests all the evening long. [2:  Sedgwick 1964: 131.]  [3:  Lawall: 2011: 203.]  [4:  Ibid., 205.] 
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