
This supporting paper will explore further our chosen significant landmark within social welfare provision which is The Flying Start Programme, that was discussed during the presentation. 

Within the UK, social policy has existed over 100 years and has changed significantly throughout. A major landmark move in social policy was devolution, where certain policies were no longer controlled by the central government in the UK. Countries such as Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales were given the power to introduce policies based on what they thought are priorities within their country. For Wales a priority for them was to eradicate child poverty, and they aimed to do this by the year 2020. One of the social policies they introduced in an attempt to try and achieve this is The Flying Start Provision. 
(Williams, 2011) 
(Shannon).

The Flying Start Provision exists through-out the entire UK, although it’s name differs depending on the area. For example in Northern Ireland, the name of the provision is Sure Start. Both programmes include the same aims and policies, which is to provide a range of support services for parents and children who live in disadvantaged areas, under the age of four. Although The Flying Start provision exists through the whole of the UK, the area that this presentation is focussed on is Wales. According to Kenway (2010), from the years 1996-2009, the country who suffers from child poverty the most out of the UK is Wales - with a percentage of 36% of children stuck in poverty, in comparison to 32% of children stuck in poverty in Scotland. (Williams, (2011)
(Shannon). 

The Welsh Assembly Government launched The Flying-Start welfare provision in the years of 2006/07 and since then it has been in operation through-out every local-authority since 2007/08, it has been recognised by the Welsh Assembly Government that Flying-Start is unable to address all of the elements of disadvantage related to child poverty but instead it aims to focus on identified needs and on early interventions in order to improve children’s physical health and also their cognitive, language, social, and emotional development (Wales. Children, Young People and Families Division, 2014).
(Shannon). 

(Codie)
The Flying Start provision has played a part in making life changing improvements within child poverty. Child poverty has a significant impact on lives of children and families, it limits their chance at education, children who are in poverty are far less likely to do well in school. Children within child poverty are most likely to have a bad childhood experience, these children miss out on school trips, inviting friends over for tea and after school clubs. 70,000 children living in poverty in wales, this results in families living on £134 per week after house costings. (Thomas, G. (13 July 2016).  After house costings left over money is to be spent on food, clothes, heating, transport and any other bills which are needed to be paid. As these families are unable to afford may things, this results in children going without a coat throughout winter or having the heating on at home in winter, this could have an impact on a child’s life as it is threatening to a child’s health and well-being. (Crowley, A. (2011).


(Codie)
The health visiting services ensure that families with children under the ages of 4 receive intense support, their aim is to promote the health and well- being of families. Raising awareness on smoking, alcohol, exercise and emotional health. First time parents are considered a high priority for Flying Start, they provide the parents with guidance and support. Within the visits health and safety topics are important and carefully spoken about such as, Protecting baby’s heads, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome preventative advice, car safety advice and, passive smoking. They also give advice and tips on how to breastfeed and the benefits and bonding with your baby. As the child gets older the advice given will start to change, tips and advice on safety at home, child development, speech and language. (Thomas, G. (2016).

There are statistics to prove that The Flying Start Provision has had a positive impact on child poverty, such as in 2012/13, 23,579 children benefited from the services that Flying Start provides. Although some will argue that The Flying Start Provision has it’s faults. For example - Kirsty Williams, the Welsh Liberal Democrats leader states that The Flying Start Provision is like a ‘postcode lottery’. (Welsh Liberal Democrats, 2015). What is meant by this is that, The Flying Start Provision aims to reach the most deprived areas, there for it is only covering those exact areas. Meaning it is not reaching all children who are suffering the effects of poverty in low-income households as they don’t all live in areas where Flying-Start is targeted. There is research which highlights that parents are irritated , confused and simply do not understand why eligibility varies so much within a small area, and why there are people on one street that are eligible for The Flying Start services but those on the next street are not (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2012). 
(Shannon). 

(Codie)
 Although there are critiques based on the Flying Start Provision, over all it has had a significant impact on a child’s and family’s life within poverty. The Flying Start provides early language development classes where therapists are hired as a part of the flying start team to help children within poverty have access to speech and language classes. The language and speech therapists will give children an extended chance at an education. Children who attended early years setting are most likely to grow up to be more independent, co-operative and are better prepared for challenges they meet in future life. Free quality child care is also provided, this gives parents who work have peace of mind knowing that their child is in a safe environment where they are also able to make friends. Parenting programmes and support classes are also available, there are many options depending on the need, support classes can be one to one at home or set in groups. This is a great chance for parents to increase their confidence in parenting skills, this also improves parents and children’s relationship, a chance to bond with one another. Within the flying start health visiting service, there must be one full time equivalent health visitor per 110 children aged under 4 in the target areas.  (Thomas, s.(March 2014). 
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