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1.Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

2.Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

3.Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                         (Donaldson, 2015, p. 68)
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During my four weeks in school, I was able to experience and witness many examples of different pedagogies being implemented throughout the school to meet the needs and requirements of all students individually, in groups, classrooms and the entire school. My time in school allowed me to attend after school meetings with the foundation phase teachers to discuss future lessons on the curriculum and what would be best to fully engage each student from everybody’s classroom and how each teacher could use different pedagogies for their style of teaching.  This gave me an insight into how good teaching and learning is planned and executed within a course of time. By going to the classroom it allowed me to see and experience how each pedagogy is received by students allowing me to understand what pedagogy works best for my style of teaching, how it engages each student and the classroom as a whole.
The school I had placement in is in a deprived district of Swansea. The school holds nearly four hundred students from nursery, infants and juniors with eligibility for free school meal at 34.9% (My Local School, 2019). The national average for free school meals is 13.7% (Department for Education, 2018) so this shows the deprivation in the local area and how teachers need to be mindful of this when a student comes into their class so they can ensure that they will have fun and learn in school. There are also no fluent Welsh speakers in my placement school, but there are a lot of students from different backgrounds, ethnicities and religions that the school embraces to ensure every student is aware that everybody is different and should all be treated how they would want to be treated.
The school is very progressive and wanted to implement the new curriculum for 2022 as soon as possible so my class had 26 pupils in year 1, 2 and 3 altogether and had a class teacher and two teaching assistants. This was the first year they tried out all three years together in three classrooms in the foundation phase. 
During my time with this classroom I was able to take on a large portion of the class teacher’s responsibilities during most of my time there, this included:
· Planning multiple lessons each day with class introductions and plenaries.
· Set work for the entire class to do.
· Taking the register in the morning and afternoon.
· Create activities for the class to do after register. 
· Being on duty on break and lunch.
· Lead assemblies. 
· Attend and offer knowledge during meetings during and after school.
· Discussions each day with the class teacher on what went well and what went wrong.
All of this allowed me to watch, learn and experiment with what pedagogy suited me and how it differed from teacher to teacher due to their teaching style and students’ requirements. 
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A teacher in a classroom needs to apply a variety of teaching approaches to maximise the quality of student engagement and provide effective feedback between the student and teacher to communicate appropriate levels of challenge and expectations for the learner to achieve. 
Direct teaching was an approach used by me and the class teacher in a lot of lessons. This approach was developed by Siegfried Engelmann where lessons are led by teachers and have an instructional approach that is structured and sequenced. Most of the lessons I taught had a strict lesson plan that I made sure to follow. This allowed me to group students according to their achievements making sure that each student would be around the same pace as everyone else and they could respond to the teacher orally or as a group on areas of difficulty. This would easily allow me to listen to learners and act upon them to ensure that they are being challenged and reaching their expectations.
An example of me teaching a direct lesson would be a topic lesson about being waterproof. For the class introduction, I went through a PowerPoint about “What is waterproof?” where the students would have to demonstrate good listening skills and engagement when asked questions as I use direct instruction to prepare students for an activity in which the students will do in readymade groups of their achievement level. When I took my group to complete the work I:
1. Established learning objectives for lessons to understand their goals.
2. Organised and sequenced the lesson to move students understanding forward.
3. Provided students with a clear explanation of the tasks they need to complete.
4. Asked questions throughout to ensure they understand the work they are doing.
This lesson would go in line with Siegfried Engelmann’s definition of direct teaching because it is an “explicit, carefully sequenced and scripted model of instructions.” (Engelmann, 2015) This approach to teaching does work well with students because they can complete tasks and if they are grouped they can ask the teacher for help which the teacher can give to the whole group at once because they are near in their achievements. A problem with this approach is that good learning may not be achieved if there is a heavy reliance upon direct teaching that creates a classroom full of passive students obediently sitting in desks working quietly. This would affect sustained effort and resilience in students throughout the lesson, but if an alternative approach is used to blend with direct teaching during the lesson student retention can be maintained throughout the lesson. An example of another approach could be differentiation.
During my waterproof lesson, I used direct teaching in the class introduction but when each group went off to complete their tasks in their groups I used differentiation teaching because I was differentiating content to meet each need of the entire class. There is a big gap of achievement in my classroom due to it being year 1, 2 and 3 so the differentiating is needed to create the best learning experience possible. I made sure to tailor activities and work to fit the needs of the students as Tomlinson (2000) research supports differentiation. With more evidence suggesting that students engage more and are more successful in school when their readiness levels are being met (Vygotsky, 1986) and their interests (Csikszentmihalyi, 1997). I did this by separating the class into four different groups of similar achievement levels and set work that would respond best to the student to learn. The lesson linked with one of the four purposes, ethical informed citizens, because I linked items that were waterproof to recycling and what bin they would put the item in. This real-life, authentic context got them to reflect on prior learning and every student in the class was able to answer questions guided to them according to their achievement level on recycling during the lesson. After this lesson, I made sure to use different teaching approaches because it worked well on allowing me to hit many pedagogical principles while also ensuring students maximised their potential in class.
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Effective planning and management of work to the classroom is vital to be considered a professional teacher. Throughout the lessons I taught I had to set tasks and select resources that I thought would be able to meet the expectations and challenge each student. An example of this would be my maths lesson about data handling I taught to the entire class. The lesson objective was for students to demonstrate an understanding of data handling by creating a pictogram, I then went off and planned a lesson based on this. 
I decided the lesson should be based around one of the four purposes, ethically informed citizen, and a current theme in the classroom recycling. The repetition of this purpose in lessons will show sustained embedding into the students once the topic is done, allowing them to be ethically informed citizens of Wales and the wider world. This will also make sure students build on previous knowledge that they will need to access and think about real life, authentic contexts around recycling and how what their learning can be applied in there, and everyone’s, everyday life to make a difference in the world.
For the class introduction, I decided to read a children’s book about how litter accumulates and ruins the planet as a hook into the lesson. Throughout the story I asked questions to get the class to collaborate with me, allowing them to improve their language, literacy and communication skills in the foundation phase framework, “contribute to conversations and respond to others, taking turns when prompted” (Department for Education, 2015).
To peak student interest, I decided that I could borrow litter pickers and throw a certain amount of rubbish out into the schoolyard and the students would have to collect the rubbish and record how many types of rubbish they have in their tally charts. After they have collected all my rubbish they would go back into the class and share the results of each students table, then go onto J2E to create a pictogram of their tables. This allowed me to hit many pedagogical principles like:
1. Blended learning experiences – Learning will take place within the classroom and outside of it. The context of the lesson justifies the use of the outdoors to fully embrace the imagination of the student which can be integrated into learning. This outdoor learning is looked up upon as “the Committee has become convinced of the value of education outside the classroom in its broadest sense. Outdoor learning supports academic achievement.” (House of Commons Education and Skills Committee , 2005)

2. Real-life, authentic contexts – “From the standpoint of the child, the great waste in school comes from his inability to utilize the experience he gets outside while on the other hand, he is unable to apply in daily life what he is learning in school. That is the isolation of the school—its isolation from life.” (Dewey, 1915)
By getting students outside and making them do activities that they could do at home while getting them to think about how litter affects the world, I am teaching students to be adaptable and creative thinkers who can utilise the skills and knowledge they do have to create new solutions to problems.


3. Recording and reporting – The lesson focus is data handling so to weave it into the outdoor activity students can accurately record information and give feedback on the information they have gathered.

4. Learners leading learning – The students will take an active role in managing themselves and making sure they collected the right litter and recording it in their tables, becoming self-determined. After the activity is over, they can then reflect upon their learning and how they could it could be developed further.

5. Reflection on learning - After they completed the outdoor activity, they would have to assess the work they have done, evaluate the quality and have an outlook on what they could do next.

6. Cross-curricular themes – The students used their cross-curricular numeracy, ICT and KUW skills. Constructivist theorist Seymour Papert (2012) has argued that by learning computer programming, students learn how to think and learn for themselves. When the picograms were being done students had very good digital literacy and could work independently when most of the time in other lessons they would need assistance, showing that ITC could be used to benefit learning and digital literacy in other lessons.

Every lesson I taught I tried to hit many pedagogical principles to make sure students learning was effective and at its fullest engagement throughout the lesson. Building on prior knowledge and challenging what learners knew was key to peak student interest in every lesson.
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For every lesson, I planned I had to ensure that I was hitting as many areas of learning and experience in the foundation phase framework, but I also used key stage 2 to 4 curriculum to cover the areas of learning and experience for the year 3s in my class. The curriculum in my school aims to make distinct and strong connections to the new Welsh curriculums four purposes and deliver a curriculum that enables students to cover all areas of learning. I used the new Welsh curriculum to try to link it to my lessons because the curriculum allows flexibility to let teachers do what they can and want to hit the areas of learning and experience rather than be forced to follow a certain guideline. This opinion is also echoed from other teachers across Wales with Rajvi Glasbrook (2019), a deputy headteacher, stating “equally a challenge as well as hugely exciting. There's an opportunity to empower an entire staff force.” With this flexibility an otherwise normal lesson can be taught in numerous radically different ways, allowing creative and imaginative teachers who relish a challenge to explore what they can achieve in lessons.
But with this flexibility in the curriculum comes an inability for some teachers to teach at an adequate professional level due to their teaching style being inflexible causing them to “need more extensive and in-depth support, advice and guidance and a range of resources on offer to start.” (Wavehill, 2019) This was evidenced in my placement school when I first started to plan lessons because I made sure to hit many areas of learning and experience and the four purposes but I struggled to find resources that suited each group of students causing me not to have everything ready for the lesson. My class teacher set me an aim to ensure all resources are ready before the lesson starting and with help and guidance from them I was able to get resources ready and on time for the rest of placement, fulfilling my target. I was able to hit the innovation pedagogy of developing new techniques because I was able to develop and apply new techniques that allowed me to find teacher-made resources quickly e.g. Twinkl, an online educational publishing house. Also, this made me hit my collaboration pedagogy of seeking advice and support because I observed my class teacher, sought advice and demonstrated increasing levels of independence until my target was achieved.
Another problem teachers face with the new curriculum is that not every student will learn the same thing when they are intended to. “Unfortunately, the language used means they are ambiguous and open to interpretation. Could be a gap between the intended curriculum and received curriculum.” (Wavehill, 2019) To battle this teachers could exhibit leadership pedagogies to ensure their teaching is being noted and shared to other teachers and leaders in the school, making sure every student can learn enough in the school and Welsh curriculum. This was seen in my placement school with teachers coming together and sharing ideas about how and what to teach for the current, and coming, terms to support formal leadership roles. I was present at the meetings and it allowed me to demonstrate an awareness of the range of processes and skills involved in planning and teaching a lesson that is fully in line with the curriculum.
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Over my time in placement, I am now able to show more of an understanding of the teaching profession, what style of teaching suits me and how this can blend into the professional teaching community. I can use different teaching styles based on the lesson and attitude of the students on the day from direct teaching to differentiation and scaffolding teaching to make sure the students’ academic needs are being met throughout their time in school. To achieve this comes a responsibility to create lessons that will fully engage the student’s interests while also maximising their academic potential. While also hitting many areas of learning and experience in the foundation phase framework, key stage 2 to 4 framework and the new Welsh 2022 curriculum.
The new curriculum does come with positives and negatives that all teachers will have to enjoy and battle through. By the end of the placement, as a student teacher, I was able to take responsibility for myself and reflect that “The teacher accepts responsibility and demonstrates the commitment to learners through professional organisation and management.” (EWC, 2020) I could show that even when I struggled, I could get past it with help from professionals and continue in my goal of giving back to the community and teaching students as best as I can.





	Target 1
	Check your referencing technique as you should, for example, include page refs with direct quotes and keep refs within the appropriate sentences.

	Target 2
	Check/revise your use of the apostrophe.

	Target 3
	Proofread your work and use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing.
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