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Defining Sustainability





















In a broad-spectrum sustainability means the growth of a current generation that neither hinders nor disadvantages future generations for their own personal value as stated by the United Nations (1987). Sustainable growth not only benefits the occupants at the time but will benefit those in the future without the decline in growth within that time. For it to be regarded as sustainable, two factors need to be considered. One being how it effects the current situational growth and secondly, how it will impact in the future with regards to continuous growth on top of the previous actions. The long-term goal is the focus point of sustainability. Unfortunately, the way the world is currently focusing on ‘sustainability’ is how it benefits us currently not how it effects future generations to come. 

Sustainability can potentially be simplified into three sections. Those being, social, economic, an environmental, all of which impacting one another in some way. Without the growth of one, it would near enough impossible to have growth in another. Not only do they need to grow together, but they also need to grow at an equal rate to each other. This is back up by Crowther D and Seifi S (2022) when they write “the three pillars need to be equal to ensure sustainability”. For instance, if you have a sustainable environmental and social growth with regards to living conditions, you need the equal amount of economic growth to be able to maintain the conditions. However, if the economic sustainability is not upheld then the environmental and social aspect are both effected thus leading to a vicious cycle where each relies on the others to function sustainably.
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