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[bookmark: _GoBack]During this assignment the author will discuss Akhavan’s theory that gay and straight communities are different and as result of this the author will critically assess the themes linked with Assimilation and Liberation as it corresponds to relevant discourses on sexuality, whilst giving a definition and history of this in. Following this, there will be a definition of human rights and how they are implemented in various societies.  Next, the author will discuss in depth how ‘The Stonewall Riots’ played a critical role in propelling the gay community into the spotlight for the rights reasons and leaving a lasting legacy in the acceptance of the LGBQT community. Also, the topic of Aids will be discussed and how Hilary Clintons speech on the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer community.
  
What is Assimilation and Liberation? Assimilation or liberation is one topic from two discussions, which mainly takes place among gay communities. The other topic is essentialism against social construction in the etiology of homosexuality or what an individual does, homosexuality’. 

The term homosexual which is used to define a person’s sexuality originated from Germany in the mid 1800’s. In fact, people within the homosexual communities created the term themselves in an attempt to gain legal rights. However it was the Military from the United States of America during the second Great War with the aid of the psychiatric profession that were to play an influential role is characterising what a homosexual was.  That was until the late 1960s when the Stonewall Riots created a new wave of optimism, which allowed homosexuals to have a voice of their own. Many people believed that as a result of the stonewall riots gay liberations had its beginning. Before the stone wall riots the focus was on assimilation and their relationship in society on a large scale.  After the stonewall riots the focus was on sexual liberation and its rapport with the wider community. But AIDS that begin among male homosexuals in the late 1970s, resulted in the death of many those homosexuals advocating for sexual liberation. By the end of the beginning of the 1980s, there were 270 reported cases of severe immune deficiency among gay men, as a result over a 100 had died. By the summer of 1982, a number of cases were reported among young gay men in California. Many people believed that the sexual relationship between men was the reason for the rise in the number of AIDS related illnesses.  This had a negative impact on the acceptance of gay relationships in the community as the majority of people who did not believe in gay relationships had more of a reason not to support the gay community (www.banap.net)    

From reading the article from the Guardian interview with Desiree Akhavan, for me as the reader, I clearly believe that Akhavan still has issues with how the gay community is pacified and that liberation is still yet to be achieved and that assimilation still exists. The opening line of the article states, 
                                                                          “The only mainstream queer female stories have been directed by men – it disgusts me”.

Which shows the author that she has issues about men. Personally, one believes that someone who is employed to do a job is the best person for that particular job, whether that be a male, female, a gay man, a lesbian woman or transgender man or woman. Gender, sexuality race or religion should not dictate who gets a particular job, unless it is specific that role. This usually occurs in acting for example. Personally, one believes that Akhavan still has issues with her past and is unable to free her mind from the trauma that affected her as a child. In fairness to Akhavan, Akhavan has had to endure some horrific circumstances that have occurred from her childhood. For example to the online vote which led to her having the nickname ‘The Beast’ would no doubt leave mental scarring and bitterness towards society as she is seen as not normal. Just like Akhavan’s views that the Lesbian, Gay, bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) are still assimilated in society and are therefore not liberated. However, there one is of the opinion that there is a vicious circle surrounding the LGBTQ society and their roles in the community. Some which to be accepted as normal but others feel normal goes against is. Its only natural for people to socialise with others coinciding with what hobbies they enjoy doing in their free time. Naturally LGBTQ people will gravitated to each other as they have the same interest or hobbies. If someone shared the same hobbies as what one does, one would not have any issue in striking up a bond with that person, reagdless of that background. This seems to be more of a common theme now, as to when Akhavan was growing up. One appreciates that not everyone will share this opinion but it accepted now more than ever before. Akhavan’s opinion is that the acceptance of LGBTQ community in the work place and society is further behind that what it actually is. Great strides have been made to have an even playing field for everyone to be treated equally, is there more work to be done? Yes, of course there is, but one believes Akhavan’s view are somewhat forceful as a result of her past life experiences in life. (www.theguardian.com)

As mentioned previously ‘The Stonewall Riots’ played a critical role in the progression and acceptance of the LGBTQ community. The morning of June the 28th 1969 would prove to be no ordinary day. When the New York police department set upon the Stonewall Inn. The Stonewall Inn was a gay club, which was raided with people being treated inhumanly and physically set upon. This was the start of the riots among revellers, which would last for nearly a week.  The riots would be the beginning of the gay rights movement in the USA and around the world. Gay people would use gay bars as a place of comfort and a sense of security for the gay community. However, local authorities would look to shut such establishments in bid to stop the gay communities gathering together as authorities believed that they were causing unruly behaviour.  But, with the persistence of the LGBTQ communities proved fruitful as legislations were overturned and in the late 1960s the LGBTQ people were allowed to be served alcohol in clubs. However, it was still illegal to show act of same sex relationships in public; as a result police would still raid any bars that were suspected to be breaking these rules.  


When police decided to raid the Stonewall in on June the 28 this was the start of the riots that would change LGBTQ community forever. Armed police entered the club and various arrests were made. This would prove to be the final straw and revellers of the bar decided to stay outside the bar rather than go home. Police were heavy handed with a lesbian woman, who proved to be the breaking point, and then revellers began throwing bottles, rocks and coins at officers. Ultimately this was the start of the riots, with thousands of people joined in resulting in the riots lasting a week. Although the Stonewall riots were not the original starting point for the uprising, it was a moment that spurred on the LGBTQ community to fight for change. This established the various gay rights organisations, which include the Gay Liberation Front, Human Rights Campaign and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation and Parents, Families and Friends of lesbians and Gays. Such was the significant of the riots, Barack Obama made the Stonewall inn and the surrounding areas a national monument as recognition of the locations contributions to the LGBTQ community. 

In spring 2017 Hillary Clinton who had previously lost the race to become president of the United States of America to Donald Trump, who was not a supporter of the LGBTQ community was concerned that the progress that had been made would be derailed as a result of Donald Trump gaining office. She urged the LGBTQ community to continue pushing forward in their fight to the same rights as everyone else.  Hillary Clinton famously said that
                                                                                                                                                    “Gay rights are human rights and human rights are gay rights”
Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that are given to everybody in the world, from the minute you are born until the day you pass away. Human rights apply regardless of where you are live, and what you believe or how you choose to live your life.
Human rights should never be taken away from anyone, hjowever they can sometimes be restricted or removed if a person breaks the law, or in the interests of national security.
These are basic rights which are based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality, respect and independence. These values are defined and protected by law. In Britain our human rights are protected by the Human Rights Act 1988.  (www.equalityhumanrights.com)


This would prove to be the motivation tool for many LGBTQ organisations to keep the good fight going, a fight, which has gained so much positive energy over the last several years, was in danger of being derailed as result of Donald Trump gaining office. This was not only supported by the LGBTQ community, but many influential faces such as musicians, movie stars and sports starts. The reaction from the wider world was the reaction needed to spur on the movements at a time where it may take a step backwards for the first time in many years. Hillary stated that the LGBTQ communities that they would not receive support from the administration to take the next step in giving LGBTQ people the human rights that everyone else has.  


	


After hearing the horrific account of a Chechnya of gay and bisexual men who have been abducted from their homes and families, to be humiliated, tortured and most disturbingly killed. Hillary stated, 

                             “The United States government — yes, this government — should demand an end to the persecution of innocent people. The progress that we fought for... that we celebrated and maybe even (took) for granted may not be as secure as we once expected.”

Hillary stated concerns regarding the funding cuts for the research into HIV and AIDS and transgender students being refused access to protection in the community.

                                                                                                                                                      “I thought of all our efforts to try to achieve an AIDS-free generation, and we were on the way,” she said. “We can, if we stay on that path, finally realise that dream — but not if we are forced off.
During various appearances Hillary has made since the delivery of this speech, Hillary has received a standing ovation from the audiences she has entertained as recognition of her work to protect the LGBTQ community and to keep the awerness of this fight at the fore front of people minds, which sadly could be lost under president Trumps obsession with building a wall,
(www.independent.co.uk) 

Conclusion
 The content of this assignment has looked at Akhavan’s theory that gay and straight communities are different and which the author has then critiqued. The author has critically assessed the themes linked with Assimilation and Liberation as it corresponds to relevant discourses on sexuality, whilst giving a definition and history of this in. Following this, the author has given a definition of human rights and how they are implemented in various societies.  Next, the author has discussed in depth how ‘The Stonewall Riots’ and how it played a critical role in propelling the gay community into the spotlight for the rights reasons and leaving a lasting legacy in the of the LGBQT community. Also, the topic of Aids will be discussed and how Hilary Clintons speech on the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer community.
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