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Good afternoon and welcome to our presentation on Marrakech. I have alongside me Katie and Rachel who are going to give us an in-depth analysis about Marrakech and talk about the importance of cultural background on the Tourist experience. Katie will talk about Hospitality and Heritage, Rachel will explain about stats, tourism and the future and I will discuss the cultural background on the leisure tourism experience. 
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Marrakech is the fourth largest city in the kingdom of Morocco. Formerly an imperial city it is home to major economic centres, mosques, palaces and gardens. The packed city known for its huge populated marketplace sells goods as, textiles, pottery and jewellery.  A very famous symbol of the city which can be seen for some distance is the Koutoubia Mosque. Marrakech has become Morocco’s capital of chic, attracting the rich and famous from Europe and beyond. Though most of its residents are poor by any European standard, an increasing number of wealthy foreigners are taking up residence and their influence on the Tourist experience is evident. According to Tim Pile “Marrakesh is the most visited place in Morocco, which is the most visited place in Africa, but despite its status as a tourist magnet, the city isn't resting its laurels. An ongoing makeover includes a computerised system to regulate traffic, the restoration of historic monuments and the rehabilitation of three districts of Medina. The Tourism experience is really being thought of the make Marrakesh the best it can possibly be.  
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The culture in Marrakech is very similar to how other countries worldwide look at culture, it plays a huge part in shaping people and a city in general. Villanova 2019 tells us that “the culture in the ‘red city’ is unique and has been strongly influenced by Arab and Islamic civilisations because of the vast Berber population. The culture in Marrakech is portrayed through language, religion, music, crafts and tradition”. As you can see on the table behind me, each of the points have its importance and explained briefly for you to see.  Furthermore, Marrakech was designated Africa Capital of Culture for 2020 and that to me really shows how far they have come. .  Marrakesh without doubt is on the rise. 
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 To conclude, Marrakech is heavily enriched with heritage and culture which tourists are only recently beginning to discover. With the support from companies within the tourism industry Marrakech may become more popular and tourists will experience the many factors that the culture has on offer. Reflecting on the presentation it is evident that Morocco but more importantly Marrakech heavily relies on its cultural background in order to attract a range of not just international tourist but also domestic. 
Thank you for listening, can we take any questions. 
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