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Introduction:
This research will focus on the Sustainable Development Goals as they pertain to Havering Council. In 2015, the United Nations established the Sustainable Development Goals, which are often referred to as the Global Goals. The United Kingdom is one of the 170 member states that make up the United Nations, and Havering is one of the local governments that make up the United Kingdom. In this report, Objectives 3, 4, and 17 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as the status and future for, the local policies that Havering council has in place to accomplish those objectives will be discussed. At the end, some suggestions will be made based on the facts that were presented throughout the study. 
 
Brief Discussion of 17 sustainable development goals:
The Sustainable Development Goals, also known as the Global Goals, are a collection of 17 interrelated objectives intended to serve as a "shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet now and in the future." (United Nations, 2023). The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are as follows: no poverty, no hunger, good health and well-being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation, and infrastructure, less inequality, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace, justice, and strong institutions, and partnerships for the goals. The SDGs prioritise sustainability and emphasise how the environmental, social, and economic components of sustainable development are all interconnected. (Schleicher, Schaafsma and Vira, 2018).
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a part of the Post-2015 Development Agenda that was created in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The Millennium Development Goals had expired at that time, and therefore this agenda sought to provide the groundwork for a new global development framework. The UN General Assembly formally adopted them in a resolution often referred to as the "2030 Agenda" or "Agenda 2030." 
In 2000, the UN created the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as eight global development objectives to reduce poverty and improve lives by 2015. The MDGs sought to plan out global development and mobilise resources and action. (WHO, 2018)
The MDGs missed certain benchmarks by 2015 despite success in many areas. The MDGs did boost global development awareness and mobilise resources. 
As a result of MDGs failing to meet certain benchmarks. The UN then created the SDGs in 2015 to build on the MDGs and carry on with efforts to make our society healthier and more progressive. The 17 SDGs target poverty, hunger, climate change, and gender equality.
SDGs are kind of advancement that fulfils the needs of the present without jeopardising the capacity of future generations to meet their own needs while still meeting the needs of the current generation. It is fundamental to the prosperity of the country on every level, including the economic, environmental, and social avenues, and it serves as the overarching basis of strategy. (UK Parliament, 2011).
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The United Kingdom was a pioneer in formulating the SDGs and will continue to be a pioneer in ensuring their achievement. The United Kingdom worked hard to ensure that the SDGs allow us to continue the work begun by the MDGs. (GOV.UK, 2021). 






Detailed discussion of SDGs 3,4, and 17:
Goal 3 is to ensure that everyone is healthy and content, regardless of age. From the beginning to the conclusion of a person's life, health and well-being are essential. This objective encompasses all the most significant health challenges, including reproductive, women's, new-born child, and adolescent health; infectious and non-communicable diseases; universal health coverage, and access for all to safe, effective, quality, and affordable medicines and immunizations. (Nations, 2022)
SDG 3 aims to prevent people from suffering unnecessarily from preventable diseases and from dying prematurely by focusing on main targets that enhance the health of the nation's whole population. Target zones are locations with a high prevalence of illnesses and neglected individuals. Goal 3 also requests more investment for innovation and research, health care funding, and the reduction and management of health hazards.
UNICEF is responsible for monitoring two indicators that show the level of achievement of Goal 3 for children:
The SDGs acknowledge the vital role that gender equality and women's empowerment play in enhancing the lives of women, strengthening interpersonal relationships, and advancing global social and economic development. To feel encouraged, a woman must be able to make well-informed decisions about her body, health care, and well-being, and then act on them. For instance, she must be able to get the services and assistance she or her family needs on demand, at an affordable price, and in a secure manner. (UNISEF, 2023).
In the United Kingdom, this objective is supposed to be met by helping schools and universities assist young people in building character, resiliency, and well-being. Connect individuals with the environment to improve their health and well-being. This comprises the Department of Education's Children and Nature Programme, The UK Health Security Agency formally known as Public Health England and NHS England's Mental Health Programme.
 They aim to maintain public safety and direct global health and international relations, including the exit from the EU.
 Keep people healthy and independent in their communities by assisting with the transformation of NHS primary, community, and mental health services, as well as local government-run public health and adult social care services.
 Assist the NHS in providing high-quality, secure, and long-term hospital care and in hiring the required personnel.
Ministry of Justice will work with the Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England, and the UK Health Security Agency to ensure that all offenders get the necessary mental health and substance abuse treatment. (Hm Treasury, 2003).

Goal 4: SDG 4 (Quality Education) is one of the 17 SDGs that the UN established in 2015. The goal is to improve access as well as quality of education for all people, regardless of background, and to encourage continuous learning throughout one's life. Among SDG 4's many objectives is the promotion of equitable access to higher learning that is both cheap and of good quality for all students.
One of the primary indicators for SDG 4 is the number of children and young people who are neither in school nor in the workforce. The United Nations predicts that 258 million children and teenagers will not attend school in 2020 because of the COVID-19 epidemic.
The pandemic has disrupted global education systems, resulting in school closures affecting more than 1.5 billion children and adolescents and raising concerns about widening learning disparities and increased attrition rates.
To attain SDG 4, countries must invest in education by increasing the number of qualified teachers, enhancing school infrastructure, and providing access to high-quality educational resources, among other measures. This requires robust leadership and education-focused policy frameworks, as well as partnerships and cooperation among governments, civil society organisations, and the private sector.
Multiple initiatives and programmes have been devised to facilitate the achievement of SDG 4. For instance, the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is a multilateral partnership that aids developing nations in their efforts to provide quality education to all, with a particular emphasis on the most marginalised and vulnerable children. The GPE has supported the development of education sector plans in over 70 countries and aided to raise over $7 billion for education in developing nations.
The Education Cannot Wait (ECW) fund was established in 2016 to provide education in times of emergency and protracted crises. Over 4.6 million children and adolescents affected by crises in 34 countries, including Syria, Yemen, and Afghanistan, have received education from the ECW. (Unicef, n.d.)
To ensure that all children and adolescents have access to quality education, SDG 4 is crucial to achieving sustainable development and requires significant investment and commitment from authorities, groups in civil society, and the business industry Initiatives such as the Global Partnership for Education and Education Cannot Wait are crucial measures towards attaining this objective, but more must be done to address the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure that education is accessible and equitable overall.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development places a high priority on education, which is both a stand-alone SDG 4 and a goal under other SDGs on health, economic development, employment, environmentally friendly consumption and production, and climate change. (Campaignforeducation, 2015).
A fundamental and empowering human right is education. Governments must provide universal access to inclusive and equitable quality education and learning that is free and required, leaving no one behind regardless of gender, disability, or socioeconomic background to fulfil this right. The comprehensive growth of the human personality ought to be the target of educational endeavours together with the encouragement of tolerance, friendship, and peace. Education should foster people's curiosity, fearlessness, and perseverance as well as go beyond teaching basic reading and math skills to develop their creative, critical thinking, and collaborative capacities.
The government is in charge of providing education as a service to the general population. Since education is a shared responsibility, civil society, educators, businesses, communities, families, and children must all play a substantial part in the structure and implementation of public policies. In creating and enforcing rules and norms, the state is essential.

All boys and girls must have access to a free, equitable, and high-quality primary and secondary education by 2030 in order to achieve relevant and efficient learning outcomes. Ensure that all boys and girls have equal access to high-quality pre-primary education, care, and early childhood development by 2030. This will help children prepare for elementary school. Ensure that both men and women have equitable access to high-quality technological, professional, and secondary schooling, including higher education, by 2030. By 2030, the number of persons and adolescents with the technical and vocational skills essential for labour, respectable employment, and entrepreneurship will have increased significantly. By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensuring that individuals who are disadvantaged, such as people with disabilities, and children living in precarious conditions, have equitable access to all levels of education and professional training. Ensure that most adults, including men and women, and all adolescents can read and able to count by 2030. (United Nations Development Programme, 2022).
Goal 17: The partnership to achieve the goals is the seventeenth aim of the SDGs. Partnerships and objectives are phrases that refer to the need of cross-industry and cross-national collaboration to fulfil all the objectives by the year 2030. These partnerships and objectives are outlined in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It is a demand that countries bring their policies into harmony with those of other nations. It is a strategy to promote sustainable development across borders by enhancing and more equally distributing commercial activity and coordinating investment endeavours. It is about enhancing and streamlining collaboration between developed and developing nations, with the SDGs serving as a shared framework and vision for determining a common path ahead. In 2015, the Sustainable Development Goals were established.   
Goal 17 of the Sustainable Development Goals is split down into five sub-goals, and each of these sub-goals includes many indicators. These objectives are as follows: Finance: Despite their high levels of debt, rising countries need assistance in developing coordinated policies that will help them become financially sound over the long run. TECHNOLOGY: Improve regional and international cooperation on expanding access to science, technology, and innovation, as well as foster knowledge sharing under terms that are mutually agreed upon. Encourage collaboration on a regional and worldwide level that runs from north to south, south to north, and in triangles. CAPACITY-BUILDING: Improvement in Foreign aid for the enforcement of efficient and targeted capacity-building in poor countries. To enable national plans to achieve all the sustainable development targets, there should be an increase in the amount of international aid. To achieve the aim of doubling the proportion of global exports owned by the least developed countries by the year 2020, it is necessary to significantly raise the amount of money that developing nations earn from their sales of goods and services. SYSTEMIC ISSUES: by increasing the consistency of policies aimed at achieving sustainable development.  (Pierce, 2018).
If Sustainable Development Goal 17 is not greatly progressed, achieving the first 16 goals of the Sustainable Development Goals will be an extremely unattainable task.
The sad truth is that some of the wealthiest countries in the world are falling woefully short of SDG 17.
To accomplish this aim, those countries who are now enjoying greater levels of prosperity will need to assume a greater proportion of the associated duties. This could mean leading coherent policy development towards the Target, which is to "Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Worldwide Partnership for Sustainable Development," promoting capacity building in countries that are developing, or enhancing access to sustainable technologies and the development of technology in emerging economies. 
According to the indicators, these things are simply not happening at the speed they need to for less developed countries to be able to step up and assist in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goal. (Pierce, 2018).

UK Policies and initiatives to meet SDG 3,4, and 17:
The United Kingdom has taken many steps to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 3, 4, and 17, all of which are concerned with people's health and happiness. These measures have met with some success, but they have also been met with criticism and opposition.
SDG 3. Good Health and Well-Being.
The National Health Service (NHS), the sugar tax, and the prohibition on smoking in public places are just a few of the measures taken by the UK government to promote health and wellbeing. With the NHS offering free healthcare to all UK citizens and the sugar tax lowering sugar consumption, both efforts have seen some success. However, there are also worries over the NHS's long-term viability and its capacity to provide high-quality treatment in the face of rising demand and financial reductions. Furthermore, even though the smoking ban has decreased diseases linked to smoking, smoking is still widely prevalent in certain areas. (Gov.UK, 2020)
SDG 4. Quality Education.
The UK government has put laws into place to increase access to education, such as providing low-income families with financial assistance and providing free education to all kids between the ages of 5 and 16. Throughout the programme the government has also placed a strong emphasis on critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. Even though these policies have increased access to school, certain places, especially in underprivileged groups, have concerns about the quality of education. Concerns have also been raised regarding the rising privatisation of education and its potential effects on both access and quality. (Uk sustainable development goalsment, n.d.) 

SDG 17. Partnerships towards the Goals.
To promote cooperation between industry, civil society, and the government in order to realise sustainable development objectives, the UK government has put policies into place. Through its official development aid (ODA) programme, the government has also significantly contributed financially to development initiatives in low- and middle-income nations. While some successful partnerships and development programmes have resulted from these policies, there are also doubts regarding the efficiency of these alliances and the distribution of ODA cash. Some opponents contend that the UK government's commitment to the aims of sustainable development may be jeopardised by its emphasis on trade and economic interests. (Gov.UK, 2020).

Introduction of Havering Council on SDGs:
Havering is one of the boroughs in London, England. It is in the north-eastern part of the city. There is proof that people have lived in the area for a long time, going back to early times. The name "Havering" comes from the Old English word "haeferinge," which means "the settlement of the followers of Haefer," a regional Saxon lord. There are documents pertaining to Havering that date back to around the 12th century. Since the Middle Ages, when it was tied to the story of Edward the Confessor and a mystery ring that was given to him by Saint John the Apostle, historians have been discussing the origins of this name.  A church in Romford that was constructed in honour of the king has set in place a monument for the event in the form of stained-glass windows.
Havering Council was established in 1965 when the Municipal Borough of Romford and the Hornchurch Urban District joined together to make one big area. The council is in charge of providing homes, schooling, social care, trash collection, and transportation for the people. who live in the town. (British History Online, 1976).


Havering Council local policies on SDGs 3,4, and 17:
The London Borough of Havering, as a local government entity in the UK, has a responsibility to contribute to the accomplishment of the (SDGs), specifically SDGs 3, 4, and 17. Here are some instances of the borough's efforts to achieve these three objectives:
SDG 3:
 Enhancing wellbeing and health: Numerous projects and programmes are being implemented by Havering council to enhance the health and wellbeing of its citizens. For instance, the borough has a good Lifestyles Team that offers guidance and assistance for smoking cessation, physical exercise, and good eating. Additionally, the borough funds neighbourhood community organisations to implement health and wellbeing programmes.
Increased availability and accessibility of mental health services, especially for disadvantaged populations, is a goal of Havering Council's strategy of collaboration with neighbourhood healthcare providers.
Improved air quality: Havering Council has taken steps to reduce local air pollution, including encouraging the use of electric cars, constructing bike lanes, and boosting public transit. 
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Quality Education: SDG 4
 Increased access to technology: Havering Council is collaborating with nearby schools to provide pupils who may not have it at home access to devices like laptops and tablets.
Enhance chances for vocational training: Havering Council has a strategy of collaborating with neighbourhood companies to provide training programmes and apprenticeships that may aid pupils in developing employable skills.
Promote neighbourhood partnerships: In order to provide pupils relevant learning experiences, Havering Council is promoting collaborations between neighbourhood companies, community organisations, and other stakeholders.
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 (London Borough of Havering, 2021)
ISSUU 2021.

Havering council, in accordance with the aims of Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4), has a vision for Education and Learning to guarantee that every child will attend to a school classified as "Good" or better, and to give a chance for every young person in the borough to succeed, consequently ensuring results that are higher than the national average.
The Council takes measures to ensure that its schools are welcoming to all students and aids the most disadvantaged students so that they may achieve their potential. They also guarantee that their children with disabilities and extra needs receive the full assistance they need by creating and supporting strong connections across schools in which learners flourish. This helps ensure that their children with disabilities and additional needs get the support they need.
[bookmark: _Hlk132948665]Havering Council additionally mandates that all schools, either independently or via strong partnership agreements, provide students aged 14–19 with access to a well-rounded education and clear routes for future success. (HaveringCouncil, 2019).
Partnerships towards the Goals, SDG 17:
Community Engagement Team: The Community Engagement Team of the London Borough of Havering works to build links with local groups and make it easier for people to work together. The team helps local community groups, companies, and other partners, and it plans events and activities to bring people together and make the community stronger.
 Encourage cooperation among neighbourhood organisations: Havering Council aims to encourage cooperation and partnerships between neighbourhood organisations and stakeholders to advance sustainable development and achieve common objectives. Foster public or private partnerships to use resources and expertise in the pursuit of shared objectives: Havering Council seeks to foster public or private partnerships.
Increase accountability and transparency: Havering Council works to improve accountability and openness by periodically reporting on the SDGs' progress, interacting with stakeholders, and getting input.

Reviewing the status of Havering to meeting the SDGs 3,4, and 17:
Good Health and Well-being: SDG 3:
SDG 3 has advanced in Havering. The borough contains various hospitals, clinics, and medical centres. Healthy living and illness prevention are also promoted by Havering Council. For example, the council promotes physical exercise, good diet, and mental health awareness. Like many other localities, Havering suffered substantial health issues during the COVID-19 epidemic, which placed a burden on the hospital system and disrupted access to services.
Quality Education: SDG 4:
Many top-notch schools are in Havering. The council has engaged in various education projects to boost the borough's national rankings. For instance, the council supports underprivileged students, promotes vocational education, and improves teaching. During the COVID-19 epidemic, Havering schools closed, and remote learning was used.
Partnerships for the Goals: SDG 17:
 Havering has achieved SDG 17 through working with stakeholders. Local companies, community organisations, and other stakeholders have partnered with the council to undertake sustainability and economic development projects. For instance, the council supports local companies, promotes sustainable mobility, and reduces carbon emissions. Havering has also worked with other London boroughs and the Greater London Authority to conduct collaborative projects and exchange best practises.
While Havering has achieved considerable progress towards SDGs 3, 4, and 17, there is still space for improvement. The COVID-19 epidemic has shown the borough's healthcare and education issues. However, by collaborating and investing in sustainable development, Havering can continue to meet these worldwide objectives.
[bookmark: _Hlk132955900]In all, according to the Havering Council's Sustainable development strategy, the average number of years a person may expect to live has climbed, while the death rates associated with severe illnesses have declined, but health inequities and difficulties remain. 
On Quality Education, Ofsted rates most Havering schools as "good" or "outstanding," indicating strong educational standards. For lifelong learning and skills development, the council has invested in early years education, adult learning, and vocational training.
As well as Goal Partnerships (SDG 17), The council has collaborated with Barking and Dagenham to create a sustainability policy and with local companies to transition to a low-carbon economy. (HaveringCouncil, 2019).
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Recommendations for improvement for Havering Council meeting the SDGs
Havering Council is advancing SDGs 3, 4, and 17. However, on SDG 3, Havering Council should emphasise healthcare infrastructure to improve citizens' access. New hospitals, expanded ones, and more doctors will assist the local population.
The Council ought to emphasise more on disease prevention, healthy lifestyles, and emotional well-being in future health promotion activities. Schools and community centres may disseminate these items to ensure community access.
Havering Council should partner with local businesses, community groups, and others, as these may collaborate on sustainable development, information sharing, and open communication.
Havering Council should develop targets and measures to track its SDG progress. This will help the council adjust policies and actions to current challenges.
On SDGs 4, the council should invest more in school infrastructure to help students study. This includes updating academic spaces including lecture halls, study rooms, laboratories, and athletic arenas.
Havering Council should hire and keep excellent educators by funding their training and development as professionals so that their students get the best possible education. Havering Council should provide students therapy, tutoring, and mentoring to help them succeed academically and emotionally.
The Council should collaborate with families and the wider community to support students. Collaboration with local businesses and groups to provide students with apprenticeships and job shadowing opportunities, as well as regular communication with parents. Learning platforms, instructional software, and digital resources are all examples of cutting-edge educational technologies that students would do well to investigate.
On SDG 17, Havering Council should put more effort towards this goal, by forming relationships with local companies, community organisations, and other stakeholders. Havering Council needs to network with similar organisations in the surrounding area to exchange ideas and work together on regional projects. One way to do this is to join regional networks and work together on projects aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development 



Goals. Havering should Through more sustainability programmes, promote sustainable transportation, economic growth, and carbon reduction. To ensure that its partners have the knowledge, expertise, and means to contribute successfully to the realisation of the SDG 17, Havering Council should support initiatives to develop their capacity.

Conclusion:
In conclusion, the United Kingdom has made great strides towards accomplishing Sustainable Development Goals 3, 4, and 17. The nation has made it a top priority to expand access to healthcare services, encourage healthy lifestyles, improve the quality of education, increase enrolment rates, and promote skill development. In addition, the United Kingdom has been a frontrunner in the promotion of international cooperation, the increase of assistance flows, and the backing of projects for sustainable development in countries that are still underdeveloped. Overall, the efforts made by the United Kingdom to achieve these Sustainable Development Goals have led to an improvement in the quality of life for its residents and have assisted in the promotion of sustainable development on a worldwide scale. Despite the UK government's execution of efforts and policies to achieve SDGs 3, 4, and 17, there have been concerns and difficulties in doing so. Addressing these issues and working towards more fair and sustainable solutions are crucial for the success of these Goals.
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