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AIM(S)
· To examine the concept of the child and childhood as a social construction and identify a range of social and cultural factors over time which influence and change the experience and perceptions of childhood.
· To explore contemporary childhood through a range of contexts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of childhood and the representation of the child as a social construct by drawing on relevant social and cultural theory. 
· Review the social, cultural, economic and technological factors which influence and change children’s individual and collective experience of childhood.
· Explore children’s experiences of contemporary childhood and reflect on the nature, purpose and representation of childhood in a variety of contexts.
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, including ICT, and present their work at the appropriate level. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· What is childhood? What is the purpose of childhood? Sociological perspectives on childhood.
· The importance of understanding the collective nature of childhood as well as the individual child’s experience of childhood.
· Representations of children and childhood in literature, media, print and film. 
· Exploration of contemporary issues in modern childhood e.g. children and social media; inequality and childhood experiences; children’s rights; wellbeing and mental health. 
· Digital childhoods and navigating the electronic village.
· Changing families, changing childhoods.
· Disappearing childhoods? The blurred boundaries between childhood and adulthood.
· Childhoods of surveillance. Childhood under the adult eye.
· Transnational childhoods and childhood in a diverse society.
· Globalised childhoods. 



Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	15%

	Independent learning
	170
	85%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay  
	4000 words
	100%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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