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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Does arming UK Police increase safety, for the officers and the public?

INTRODUCTION:

 Over recent years, the United Kingdom has witnessed a rise in the use of illegal firearms. According to a report from The Office for National Statistics (2019) ‘there were 9,787 offences in which firearms were involved; this is a 4% increase compared with the previous year.’  With crimes involving the use of firearms making up around 0.4 per cent of all recorded offences in England and Wales and having doubled since the mid to late-1990s (Povey and Kaiza, 2006: 81), this topic evidently relevant to the society in which we face today.

Following catastrophic major incidents such as The London Bombings and the devasting death of Nicola Hughes and Fiona Bone killed in the line of duty in Manchester in 2013, the question as to whether the Police in the United Kingdom should be armed, to protect the public they serve and themselves whilst on duty is often raised. 
Worldwide only eighteen countries/territories do not arm they police officers, with the United Kingdom being one (Statista, 2020) this showing these countries are within the minority worldwide.

With the fundamental principle in UK policing being ‘policing by consent’ (Home Office, 2012), this meaning that for policing to be effective, there must be public support for a police service's actions, the public’s opinion on such matters is essential. A survey of 1,000 people by the Scottish Police Authority suggested 53% were supportive of arming UK police officers (BBC, 2015).

Not only should is the opinion of the Public important but the also the opinion of the serving police officers. A survey conducted by police union ‘PolFed’ showed that 42.5 per cent was for firearms to not be issued routinely to all officers, but for more to receive training and be issued with firearms as and when needed. (PolFed, 2017).
With uncertainty from rising levels of illegal firearms usage and the hostile situations currently seen worldwide this topic is one that should be further discussed to ensure the highest level of safety can be obtained for the public by those who’s duty it is to serve the public.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information on which this dissertation aims to collect is the opinion of the public and Police officers on whether arming UK Police Forces would make them feel safer. This information will then be compared to those from countries whereby the Police Officers are armed as part of normal duty, to see whether the public/police in these areas feel safer. 
In order to satisfy the aim for which this research is being undertaken, following objectives need to be accomplished which will provide us the clear view of the current opinion form officers and the public.
· To systematically collect data from serving police officers about perception of carrying a firearm as part of daily duty.
· To systematically collect data from members of the public about perception of police officers carrying a firearm.
· To identify the current opinion from both parties.
· To critically analyse the results, comparing to opinions globally where police are armed.



	[bookmark: _Hlk119508041]LITERATURE REVIEW:

Due to the regular news coverage on the topic and the long-standing debates within legislation and Police Services about response Officers being armed as part of regular duty, it means the subject is relevant and a considerable amount of research has already been conducted. 

Although there is a sufficient amount of research on the topic, the research primarily focuses on the legislation of the Police being armed as a response to major incidents, or to uphold the necessary deterrence levels to coincide with the threat level. This can be seen from the below, taken from an article looking at arming Police Officers.

‘The idea of having armed officers patrolling for public reassurance purposes was introduced most notably after the 7/7 attacks on the transport system in London in 2005 but it has not always been because of concerns over terrorism.’ (Waldren, 2007)

The current research seems to focus on the opinions from the persons in leadership and political roles, rather than the Police officers who are directly affected by their decisions and the members of public who are served by said Police Officers. 

With that in mind there is a gap within the current research in terms of getting the public’s feelings and opinions across, granted some articles touch on this there is scope for further research to be conducted in this field. 

One article in particular has focussed on the public’s perception of their Police forces being armed, making suggestions such as support for the routine arming of police varied significantly across different sociodemographic, psychological, and attitudinal characteristics (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2020). This opens up the potential research as to why certain members of the public feel a particular way compared to others.  The issue of social background and ethnicity affecting the repose to arming police was researched again; 

‘We find that trust, political orientation and ethnicity were the strongest predictors of reactions to armed police: those who trust the police and have authoritarian or right-wing political orientations respond more positively to armed police, whereas those from Black and Mixed ethnic groups respond less positively’ (Yesberg and Bradford, 2022).

This highlighting the research necessity into what makes the public opinion of arming the police differ between areas, social beliefs and self-expressed ethnicity.
The use of government statics from surveys will be used as a means of readily available secondary data that can be used to compare research findings and identify certain patterns among the research that can then be investigated further. 

Overall, the majority of the literature being used shall be formed of articles and government reports of the similar nature, this information will assist in the analysation of the research collected during this study. The literature outcomes can be compared to the research results from this study and then used to understand certain similarities and trends that present themselves.  The government reports which include statistics from previous years can also be used to see if the change in time has affected the results. 








	[bookmark: _Hlk119508908]SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

In order to accomplish the objectives of this dissertation, the main research will be from primary data collection using a questionnaire completed by members of the public and serving Police Officers, this will provide qualitative data. The results of such will then be analysed and used to divulge the overall opinion of those undertaking the survey. 
Secondary data collection will also be conducted from Government publications, articles and legislation, this will then be used as a comparison to the findings from the primary data collection. 
Data Collection – Questionnaire stage.
In order for a questionnaire to gather the necessary information, it has to have a clear set of goals. In this instant the point of the questionnaire is to gather the thoughts, feelings and opinions about UK Police forces being armed from members of the public and secondly on serving Police Officers. 
Questions relating to the selected topic will be put to then in the form of a written set of questions, with a scale system provided for their answers.  The format of the questionnaire will be closely looked at, as this can alter the person’s responses. 
‘Your first question set should be general but pertain to the purpose of the Questionnaire– as it is stated on the cover. If not, you risk losing your respondents’ trust and focus (Fanning, 2019).
The most appropriate scale is that of the ‘Likert scale’ which is a type on an ordinal scale, it is an attitude measurement technique most widely used which allows respondents to rate how strongly they agree or disagree with the proposed questions. An example is shown below:
[image: See the source image]

(TemplateLab, 2015)

The questionnaire will provide the thoughts and opinions of those undertaking it, which in turn gives up to date readily available data which can be compared to similar research which has been conducted in countries whereby their Police Officers are already armed in order to evaluate the level of security and perception of safety perceived by the public and serving Officers. 
The number of members of the public to complete the questionnaire is 20 and the number of serving Police Officers is 20, there 40 sets of completed questionnaires in total.

Secondary Data:
Secondary data is that which already exists at the time of research. Therefore, the information is readily available so that the researcher does not have to generate it themselves, it can be used by them as a comparison to their own collected primary data. 
‘Using Secondary data sets provides an alternative to the collection of primary data, often giving the researcher access to more information than would be available in primary data sets.’ (Vartanian, 2011)
Sources whereby secondary data can be gathered from include but are not limited to;
· Libraries (Textbooks, Journals)
· National statistics sites via the internet.
· Articles and studies alike which provide similar information which can be used for analysing primary data.
These types of research methods have been selected due to the ability to gather more personal evidence form the findings. Although the questionnaire will have pre-set answers in which the participants will response, this provides a more detailed response than a yes/no option.  The scale for the responses can be easily analysed and provides broader scope for the participant to answer. 
The written questionnaire means the participant will not feel pressured into answering as they believe they should or providing the answer they believe the research wants to hear. More commonly known as ‘The Hawthorne Effect’ which is described as the increase in performance of individuals who are noticed, watched, and paid attention to by researchers or supervisors (Perera, 2021). Therefore, using a written questionnaire participants complete without observation will mean the results should be a truer reflection on their options and feelings. 
As previously discussed, serving Police Officers will be asked to complete the questionnaire, knowing they work shifts and often having very little spare time, the questionnaire will be an easily available research method which can be sent out on a large scale via a weblink and can be held until they have time to complete. 
The use of the secondary data allows the researcher to compare the primary data they have collected with research conducted globally to understand on a broad scope the overall opinion on arming Police Officers and using this come to the conclusion as to whether the public and police officers feel arming Police Officers makes their community safer. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample for this research will be a mixture of personnel in order to gain the information necessary to answer the dissertation title.

There will be a questionnaire which can be answered using Likert Scale, this questionnaire will be send to twenty members of the public, via paper issue or web link if they preferred. The questionnaire will also then be sent to twenty serving Police Officers in the same manner.

The title of this dissertation looks at the opinions of perceived safety arming the UK Police would instil on both members of the public and how it would make those serving as Police Officers feel. Therefore, this sample group would provide the best information to analyse and complete a report on. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Prior to any continuation of the dissertation research the related ethics form will need to be overseen by superiors and the research authorised.

The participants will need to be informed as to why the research is being undertaker and how their answers will be used, therefore ensuring they have provided informed consent. 

In relation to the sample group there will need to be confidentially in terms of their details, as to ensure their data is protected and the research conforms with the ethical principles and regulations. 

When selecting the Police Officers to undertake the questionnaire, it will be important to select Officers from a variety of experience levels, this way the opinion on newer/older Police Officers will not take precedent. 



	TIME SCALE:


The final dissertation is due to be submitted by the beginning of July 2023, therefore each section of the dissertation shall be split up into smaller units, which therefore makes the workload more achievable. 

The Literature review chapter will be the next section of the dissertation to be completed, this will be started a week commencing the proposal being submitted. 

Following this allocated submission dates allowing, each section shall be given approximately one month to complete, with any extra time being used to proof-read and planning for the next section.  
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