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Al – Qur’an as Proof of Shari’ah

The Qur’anic text or the Hadith of the holy prophet are consistent of command and prohibition. Referring to the general rules, command ‘amr’ consists of obligations ‘wujoob’ while verses of prohibition ‘nahy’ consist of ‘tahrim’ unless otherwise proven with evidence. In light of the wording of these texts, other supportive proofs and the subject matters can the shari’ah value of any text be determined for rulings. A commanding text may at times appears in a recommendation form ‘Nadb’ or in a mere permissible form ‘ibahah’ and not obligation ‘wujoob’. Also, in the Qur’an or Sunnah, prohibition ‘Nahy’ may appear to be held for ‘karahah’ in place of tahrim. The qat’i’ evidences of the Qur’an and Sunnah are with no arguments not open to any further interpretation, the interpretation and scope of Ijtihad is only confined to the proofs that are ‘zanni’.

Qur’an literally means recitation or reading. It is defined as the book containing the words of Allah which was revealed to the holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) in Arabic text and conveyed to mankind through continuous testimony known as ‘Tawatur’.

Qur’an is the proof of prophethood of Muhammad, it is the supreme authoritative guidance for Muslims and also the major and primary source of Islamic law. It is a unanimous agreement of all Islamic scholars that it is the only major source of Shari’ah and that all other juristic sources are explanatory and attached to Qur’an, in which case other sources will be irrelevant when they are detached from the Qur’an.

The revelation of the Qur’an took a period of 23 years and started with Surat al-‘alaq (96:1) saying ‘Read in the name of your Lord’ and the last revelation being the verse in Surat al Maidah (5:3) saying ‘Today I have perfected the religion of Islam for you my favour is completed on you, and I have chosen Islam for you as religion. Thus, the first and the last messages of Qur’an as revealed were on learning and guidance, these are favour of Almighty Allah upon mankind.

Qur’an consists of one hundred and fourteen chapters ‘suras’ with six thousand two hundred and thirty-five various length verses and each individual chapters of the Qur’an has its own title. It is structured with longest chapters came first and proceeded with shorter ones. The rearrangement of the verses within each chapter was considered by the holy prophet before his demise and the sequence of the suras were finally determined. With this new arrangement, the book now starts with surat al fatihah and ends with surat al Nas.

The chapters of the holy Qur’an are not classified into topical subject. The verses that relates to any subject can be found within any chapter, therefore no specific authorized order can be established in the sequence of its constitution. For instance, the verse revealed on the obligation of ‘salah’ was found in the second chapter of the Qur’an and in the middle of other verses which treats an entirely different subject on divorce:

 “…Maintain with care the [obligatory] prayers and [in particular] the middle prayer and stand before Allah, devoutly obedient…” (Q2:238)
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