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WEEK 1
	
	Session 1
Monday
	Session 2
Tuesday
	Session 3
Thursday
	Session 4
Friday

	THEME
	Introduction 
	Nero Childhood and The Succession
	The quinquennium Neronis
	Philosophy and Culture under Nero

	Hour one
	Introduction
	Coming of age – the early years of Nero
	Nero’s “Five Golden Years”
	Literary culture and the court

	Hour two
	Challenges of being a princeps
	Workshop: Seneca Apocolocyntosis
	Quiz 1 (assessment one)

	Workshop: Representations of Nero in Art

	Hour three
	Workshop: Nero in the source tradition
	
	Workshop: Persius, Satire and “Asses Ears”
	



WEEK 2
	
	Session 5
Monday
	Session 6
Tuesday
	Session 7
Thursday
	Session 8
Friday

	THEME
	Assessment two
	Tyranny and Debauchery Unchecked
	Diplomacy and Conquest
	The Great Fire of Rome and State Finances

	Hour one
	Level 5: Oral exam (5 minutes) – 20%; 
Level 6: oral exam (6 minutes) – 20%
	Nero unleashed 
	Troubles in Britain
	Fire in the city of Rome

	Hour two
	
	Workshop: Petronius’ Satyrica
	Workshop: Lucan’s Pharsalia 
	Quiz 2 (assessment one)

	Hour three
	
	
	The War over Armenia
	How did the Roman state sustain itself?





WEEK 3
	
	Session 9
Monday
	Session 10
Tuesday
	Session 11
Thursday
	Session 12
Friday

	THEME
	(Re)constructing Rome
	Christian Tradition and Nero
	Assessment three

	Qualis artifex pereo

	Hour one
	Nero’s building programme
	Human torches: early Christian persecutions
	Group presentations

Level 5: Group presentation (20 minutes) – 30%; 

Level 6: Group presentation (20 minutes) – 25%
	Conspiracies and the Death of a Dynasty




	Hour two
	
	Workshop: Nero as the Antichrist 
	
	Quiz 3 (assessment one)


	Hour three
	Workshop: Grotesque art
	Troubles in Judaea: The Great Jewish Revolt
	
	Debate – Why did Nero Fail?




WEEK 4
	
	Session 13
Monday
	Session 14
Tuesday
	Session 15
Thursday
	Session 15
Friday

	THEME
	Nero’s afterlife
	Nero in modern media
	Quo Vadis (1951 MGM film)
	Assessment four

	Hour one
	Nero’s Legacy
	Nero in modern popular culture
	Film followed by discussion.
	Level 5 – take home exam (1,500 words) – 30%; 
Level 6 – take home exam (2,000 words) – 35%

	Hour two
	Quiz 4 (assessment one)
	Workshop: Nero in print, TV and Silver Screen
	
	

	Hour three
	Seneca as a Tragic Figure
	
	
	





