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The Event Experience: Investigation

The following essay will examine the growth of the global events and festivals industry, first it will assess the contemporary trade while referring to historical developments that have impacted the current events and festivals climate. Then it will investigate and analyse the context and classifications of planned events and festivals and later explore the roles played by the private, public and voluntary sectors relating to the industry and the possible links between them.    
Ancient Rome’s Olympic games were an extremely influential part of events history, they were originally a festival/celebration for Zeus who in ancient Greek religion was the sky and thunder God and the king of all the Gods of Mount Olympus. The Olympics, as they still are today, were a group of athletic competitions which would provide as entertainment for the masses. These games developed greatly over the centuries into what is now a hugely popular international event: Settimi (2016) states that the 2016 games were watched by approximately 200 million people worldwide and broadcasted by 200 countries. The ancient Olympics began by lighting a fire at the temple of Hestia in Olympia which was kept burning throughout all the games explains Raspin (2016), we start our current event in the same way our ancestors did keeping within the earliest practice. Raspin (2016) also highlights that in 21st century Olympics runners take a torch lit at the ancient temple and deliver it all the way to the host country where the final torchbearer uses it to light the Olympic cauldron which is kept burning throughout the games; this demonstrates the importance of tradition and how historical developments like this relate to current practice.
Egypt’s historical religious festivals have also been a huge influencer on contemporary religion and the events that prevail from it. Egyptian religious beliefs and practices were closely integrated into Egyptian society of the historical period (from c. 3000 BCE), the transformation that established the Egyptian state created a new context for religion suggested Baines (2020). Egypt can be considered the beginner of many of the world’s current religions, the evidence of their belief is the oldest to date and various practices and rituals they had can be related to 21st century religions. Modern faiths such as Christianity believe in life after death and that funerary processes and burial rituals are crucial to reaching the afterlife, this concept began in Egyptian religion and is an example of a celebration of life. In ancient Egypt they had a festival called ‘Wepet Renpet’ where they would commemorate the new year, we have continued this celebration into our current climate through Christianity. Egypt being the setting for many tales from the old testament is indicated by Pérez-Accino (2019), again explaining the correlation between past and present religious events, how they have evolved from ancient practices and how they do not differentiate entirely. Many events and festivals have religious connotations from the past emphasising how the modern have evolved by extending their reach to a broader subject area rather than focussing on a specific such as religion.   
Throughout Europe in the middle ages there were a series of carnival festivals held over different countries that have contributed to what we see today throughout the events and festivals sector. The word carnival is of Christian origin therefore these celebrations are religiously rooted, however according to British historian Bossy (1985) they were Christian in character but medieval in origin. Historically these festivals were held just before the Christian period of fasting that is lent so they included feasting, drinking and celebration in preparation of the upcoming period of spirituality. During carnival people would paint their faces, dress up and reverse social norms in a way that meant they could be whoever they desired; this is what we derived our current carnival scene from. Humphry (2001) suggests that the medieval carnival is seen as the voice of an oppressed majority; the contemporary carnival may seem different from its origin but in medieval times they used these celebrations to free themselves from societal restraints. This prevails in our present climate; it is the link between the past and present versions of this specific event/festival, historical developments like this contributed greatly to shaping todays industry through the exploration of self-expression. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Planned events can be defined as organised future activities, events reach succession through the utilization of a planning process. In order to efficiently organise an event or festival you need to consider your objectives, concept, feasibility and then determine whether you want to proceed; this process can be applied to events in all classifications. Following are a few examples of the different classifications of events; the MICE industry, sporting events, music festivals and charitable fundraisers. A music festivals objective within the industry is to generate revenue whilst providing a new experience for the customer, they are held to promote having a good time through the exploration of new music, foods, people and environments. They set out to achieve a high level of social interaction, people look for an escape from reality and these events provide them with that, which therefore results in economic gain. Sporting events gain sponsorship, which is positive as it creates profit, this supports the economy in specific regions which can then go towards helping the local community. These types of events are held to promote bringing the community together through healthy competition, people thrive off relating to individuals with common interests such as supporting the same team. Charitable events/fundraisers aim to improve the lives of a specific group of people, for example cancer patients or the homeless, through receiving donations from attendees of their events. They’re held to raise awareness surrounding a cause, not to generate profit or economic rise but to extend their audience and spread knowledge surrounding the situation. The MICE industry refers to a niche area of tourism that’s involved in the planning of conferences, exhibitions, meetings etc. This classification is aimed at professional and academic organizations, it sets out to provide an educational or incentive-based experience, incentive tourism usually consists of entertainment and provides leisurely activities; they are presented as rewards. These events provide economic growth for the host city by bringing in tourists/customers and supporting the hospitality business by increasing hotel revenue in the area.                                      
There are three different parties involved in planning and putting on events and festivals, they are the private, public and not for profit sectors and each of these play different roles. An example of a company that generates events from the private sector would be the Racecourse Holdings Trust who are the owners of various racecourses across the UK including Aintree and Epsom. The private sector is for profit and includes mostly companies, corporations, hotels and resorts as this sector creates events that are leisurely in nature. They generate revenue by hosting popular events, their main one being the derby festival along with race meetings and music events, this increases the UK’s economic growth along with the creators themselves benefitting. This sometimes overlaps with the public sector; they invest into events with recognizable economic benefits which proves to be advantageous to both parties. The public sector involves government owned agencies producing events such as civic commemorations/celebrations, public entertainment, lifestyle events, conferences etc. They partake in planning events from all areas to enrich the community and provide support, the Arts Council of Wales is an example of a public organisation who host art events surrounding wellbeing. Schemes and events created by this sector are also used to generate profit that is injected back into the event so that they’re able to continue their work. The voluntary/not for profit sector is compiled of charities and community-based societies, these organisations aim to plan and produce fundraisers, charitable events and special interest groups/societies. A rowing club can be considered an example of a society created by the voluntary sector that is used to bring the local community together via activities and generate a small amount of money to fund the club. The charitable side of this sector produces events with the sole purpose of raising money for charity, fundraisers are perfect examples of not for profit events.      
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