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The primary goal of this assignment is to practice engaging with primary archival or manuscript sources by performing research on a topic of our choice. For me, this will be the medieval history of Tintern Abbey, in Monmouthshire Wales. As I am not situated in Britain and travel there is, unfortunately, not possible at present, I performed all of my research online. I began with a quick Google search on the monastery to briefly familiarize myself with its history. In particular, I wanted to know:
· Where the monastery was located
· When it was founded and active
· As well as any key names, dates, events, or places, particularly during the Middle Ages 
This information helped to direct and guide my search through the archives: it gave me an idea as to what type of documents I might be searching for, when the earliest ones could have possibly be dated to, as well as which databases might lend me the best results. It also helped to give me key words or phrases to search through the online/digital archives for the documents other than ‘Tintern’ or ‘Tintern Abbey’. 
After having gathered all this information then, I did exactly that. I began combing the archives from the comfort of home. I began with the ones in Great Britain, but also tries the Bibliotheque National de France as well as the Vatican’s digital archives. The most useful archive wound up being the British Library, though I did find a few records from the online catalogue at the National Library of Wales as well as the Parker Library on the Web. 
Below is a list of the archival documents I found that would be important for a research project on the medieval history of Tintern Abbey.
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To conclude, the aim of this project was to become familiar with looking for and using archival sources. I chose to do this by looking for archival documents on the medieval history of Tintern Abbey. The archival documents listed above are what I found and are all invaluable sources for any research done on the medieval history of the Welsh Abbey. Each document is a puzzle piece that, through our engagement with them, allows us to form a larger picture of the past. In this case, the archival documents showed how Tintern Abbey engaged with the world and communities outside its walls. An interesting idea for future research would be to delve into its interactions with both local and international communities to examine the relationship it had with the outside world. To what extent did Tintern Abbey exist as an individual institution that is completely independent and unaffected by the world around it? Could monasteries like Tintern Abbey, despite the theological ideas underlying the whole monastic institution, exist without engaging with the communities? And, finally, how does this tie into larger ideas of the dynamic between the individual and the group? 


