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Annotated Bibliography on Egyptian Mythology/Religion 

Shaw G.J, 2014. The Egyptian Myths: a guide to the Ancient Gods and Legends. London. Thames & Hudson.
Shaw’s 2014 book is a collection and interpretation of the surviving Egyptian myths we have and orders them into a context that allows the mythology to be understandable to a wide audience who may not have an academic background. The books aims to answer 3 questions in relation to the philosophy of religion, Where did we come from? Why is the world the way it is? and What happens after death?  Shaw then presents us with how the Egyptians may have responded in accordance with their understanding of their own mythology/religion. 

Despite its retelling of the Egyptian mythology the book is limited for those who would use this book to understand the origin and history behind the myths, as although It provides the narrative of many myths and legends, it is main demographic is for people being introduced into Egyptian mythology, and hence only provides the narrative and not the interpretations of different scholars over the years. Also, when reading through the bibliography, it is difficult as each reference is not clearly labelled to which myth the work is on. 

Shaw’s work can be seen as an introduction into researching the mythology and religious beliefs of Ancient Egypt as although the book is based on the works and translations of many scholars, they do not explain the different variations of the translations and how the myth has evolved and adapted over time. Therefore, it is a good source to reference if you are talking about a specific aspect of narrative from a myth, but not the context and understanding of it.


Smith S.T & Moyes H. (ed). 2012. Sacred Darkness. The Chamber of Secrets: Grottoes, Caves, and the Underworld in Ancient Egyptian Religion. Colorado. University Press of Colorado. [Accessed on 4th April 2020]
This chapter in Smiths’ 2012 book, examines the use and role caves had on the faith and religion of Ancient Egypt. His argument centres around a number of main points but mainly, the Journey of Ra across the realms of day and night, the use of light and dark spaces and the Valley of the Kings. These key aspects of Egyptian religion and mythology show how large of a role caves played to Egyptian society as they were incorporated with their understanding of the afterlife and how they interpreted the geography and physical understanding of their world.

Although an article regarding caves may seem unusual for academic reading, the chapter helps to clarify some of the big themes to the society of Ancient Egypt. As per mentioned the article shows the connection between caves and entrances/gateways to the afterlife, therefore anyone wishing to understand how the Egyptians may have interpreted their understanding of the physical world and on religious burials can reference this article. The article is also quite heavily illustrated, which allows for further and greater understanding of some of the themes discussed such as showing Ra’s journey and a number of tomb artwork. The only limitation of the book is in regard to the inconsistence of Pharaoh tomb locations. It is believed that many pre-dynastic and Old Kingdom pharaohs were buried in the ground or where placed in Pyramids, which goes against some of the ideas stated by Smith with cave burials which occur later in the mid and new kingdoms.  However, this could show us how the Egyptian faith and their interpretation of the world changed over time.
Smith’s article offers an interesting interpretation for academics researching and understanding how the Egyptians viewed the world they lived in and how that impacted on their religion. By taking a simple aspect of the geography and then interpreting the myths surrounding this geographical aspect, smith shows how this feature was of some significance than previously thought.


University College London. 2000. Ideology and Belief in Ancient Egypt. Digital Egypt for Universities. Available From: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt/themes/beliefae.html [Accessed on 4th April 2020]
Digital Egypt is a Higher Education academic website created by lecturers of the University College of London in the early 2000s. The websites section of Egyptian religion and beliefs is a wide database of artefacts housed in the Petrie museum, inscriptions and lectures comments about Egyptian Mythology and Religious beliefs from the Prehistoric era, all the way through to the Islamic conquests. The site is useful to academics due to its accessibility to a wide audience. A majority of academics now have access to the internet and the fact that so much information is available online, it’s easier to locate specific information quickly rather than having to source out physical copies of journals, artefacts and information. 

The website is limited in its ability to embellish deeper in some aspects and topics of religious and mythological beliefs on the physical site. This is likely due to the data capacity of the servers the site was created on, as it was created back in the early 2000s when computer storage was much less than what we are accustomed to in the 2020s. Also, the scarcity of links taking people to online journals and articles, lowers the ability to help people further their understanding of the topic searched via the site. 

The website itself is a useful platform as a launchpad and artefact database for anyone wanting to research into Egyptian religious and mythological beliefs. Despite interpretations and comments made by a collective group of academics, the lack of links to other academic works lowers the capacity for academics who would want to wider their understanding on the given topic via the site, and would have to use either other websites such as Jstore to widen their reading or read physical copies of articles on the subject.



Velde, H.T. 1968. The Egyptian God Seth as a Trickster. Journal of the American Research Centre in Egypt. Vol. 7: pp. 37-40. Published by: The American Research Centre in Egypt. [Accessed: 5th April 2020]
In this article, Velde assesses the criteria set out by the Dutch scholars Kristensen and Sierksma in their studies on what makes a Trickster God, and to see if they apply to the Egyptian God Seth. Velde concludes that although a number of trickster traits are assigned with Seth such as being disorderly and a slayer of monsters, he has a stronger association with the ‘devil’ architype as his tricks. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]When understanding ancient mythologies, we tend to place deities into ‘cookie cutter’ categories such as trickster and hence forth. However, this idea is a modern conception and academics suggest that most deities are more fluid, with some even being placed in more than one architype. This idea is further supported in this article, as although it shows how Seth fits into the trickster architype, it concludes with saying that there is much overlap with other roles. One of the few issues relating to the article is probably its age. Despite showing some ‘liberal’ ideals for its time such as the openness of homosexual deities (especially during the 60s), the articles age does put it with some limitations due to recent findings and new interpretations of the mythology surrounding Seth. This article, despite its age, is a useful source and interpretation for academics, on how the Egyptians may have viewed Seth and his role within the Egyptian pantheon, but also on how they viewed the roles of other Gods within that pantheon.
