STUDENTS’ NOTES  - READING SKILLS SSESSION

(1) READING & LISTENING for GIST
The teacher will read out the 1st paragraph. Listen and choose the best summary 
(A) A low-tech childhood	(B) A healthy childhood		(C) Both (A) and (B)

Now look at the first paragraph of the reading text and check your answers

(2) LISTENING & READING for specific information (PART 1)
Listen to the 2nd paragraph of the text and tick the words that that you do NOT hear.
1 Top of the Pops			5 Man Alive			9 World in Action
2 The Old Grey Whistle Test		6 The World about us		10 Wogan
3 Vanorama				7 Horizon			11 Tomorrow’s World
4 Panorama				8 Blue Peter			12 Parkinson

Now look at the second paragraph of the reading text to check your answers

(3) READING & LISTENING for GIST (PART 2)
Listen to paragraph 3 and choose the best summary from below 
(A) The art of conversation is dying	(B) Linear thinking	(C) Lateral thinking

Now look at the third paragraph of the reading text and check your answers

(4) LISTENING & READING for specific information (PART 2)
Listen again to paragraph 2 and tick the words that you do NOT hear
1 Online skills				5 sound bites
2 Offline skills				6 sound bar
3 Increasingly quantitative		7 internet-ready devices
4 Increasingly quantitative		8 internet surfing

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now look at paragraph 2 to check your answers

(5) Inference

5.1 What is inference?

When we come across a word, or phrase, that we have never seen before there are several options available to us: (i) Ask a friend	(ii) Use an online or paper dictionary	(ii) Guess the meaning

Most native speakers guess the meaning of a word by looking at its context in the sentence itself, as well as the ones after. Even if guesses are approximate, they help us to continue the reading flow.

5.2 First exercise (nonsense word plovium) 

The following exercise will help you to understand inference. Read the paragraph below and try to infer (guess) the meaning of the word plovium. This is not a real word so will not be in any dictionary. It has been invented for the exercise. Just try to guess what it could mean in the following context. 

She was shown to a table in her favourite restaurant. The waiter brought the menu and Linda ordered her favourite meal. While, she was waiting she raised the plovium to her lips. It fell to the floor and broke into several pieces. Only the handle remained in one piece.

Based on the first 3 sentences, plovium could mean Lipstick, cigarette, mirror, glass, cup, napkin. 

Using the information provided by the 4th sentence, we can now get a better idea of what plovium could mean. Finally, with the 5th sentence, we can see what plovium really means (cup).

5.3 Second exercise (based on 3 paragraphs from the LinkedIn reading text) 

Now read the following extracts and try to guess the meaning of the following words: Sustenance, luminaries, regurgitating, lateral thinkers, and plethora 




- Williams, D.C. (2016). Extract from Beyond simple nostalgia; we can learn a great deal from our lo-tech, offline past. Published on 07.06.2016 on LinkedIn 


