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Introduction

This module introduces you to some of the field methodologies and
ethical issues which lie at the core of anthropology.

Anthropologists aim to learn-with the people they are hoping to
understand. They do this by immersing themselves in the lives of
others and allowing those people they are with to teach them. When in
'the field' anthropologists conduct participant observation - that means
they watch and do - and by living as others do they obtain an
experiential learning of what it means to be human in different
settings.

This module examines the historical roots of anthropological
fieldwork and develops a sense of how the methods of the discipline
work today. It also introduces you to some of the ethical issues which
determine how anthropology collects data (particularly online), and
how that data can be analysed and turned into text.

We will examine some of the methodological approaches relating to
anthropological research, and consider how anthropologists set about
undertaking field research. Whilst completing online ethnographic
research, we will reflect upon the nature of the data collected, the
methodologies used, as well as examining some of the assumptions
and limitations of such approaches.

This module is not intended to give you a thorough grounding in field
and research skills — we cover that next year — rather, it is to expose
you to different anthropological research methods, demonstrate how
we can explore other ways of life online, and what it means to be an
anthropologist today.

Due to the pandemic, this module will be delivered virtually through
pre-recorded lectures, podcasts, power point presentations, and daily
online meet ups and email correspondence. We will conduct online
ethnographic research (netnography, virtual ethnography, cyber
ethnography and so on) to explore complex social situations in the
Digital Age.



Aims

The aim of this module is to enable you to devise, conduct and
communicate your own piece of ethnographic research. We will have
a series of lectures that will provide you with a methodological,
ethical and theoretical background to help you prepare and conduct
your research, but importantly the module is designed to enable you
to learn ‘by doing’, as you embark on fieldwork for the first time.
Specifically the module aims are:

*To acquire an introduction to a reflexive understanding of field
research

*To provide an introductory experience of some primary field
methods

*To provide an introduction to concepts such as ‘the field’,
reflexivity, gender theory and material culture and methods such
as ethnography, autoethnography, participant observation, and
netnography.

Objectives

* To acquire an initial experience in the practice of online field
research

* To acquire first skills in the interpretation of research data

* To understand and apply data recording methodologies

Assignment Details: Assessment criteria will be posted on Moodle

Class Schedule: The Pre-recorded lectures and podcasts will be
released at the beginning of the module. In the first week we will
meet online at 3pm Mon., Tues. Thursday and Friday for group
seminar discussions.

Week 1 Introduction Lecture
History of Anthropological Fieldwork
Ethnographic Knowledges
Digital Anthropology

Week 2 Autoethnography



Netnography
The Ethnographic Interview
Ethnographic Writing

Week 3 The Diary as Witness
Material Culture Studies
Autoethnography with your Smartphone
The Field Site as Network and Ethical Dilemmas of Online
Research

Week 4 Anthropology of the Senses
Gender Theory
Writing-up
Writing-up

Assignments

® Component 1 Reflexive Research Journal 2000 words 50%
Deadline: 11:59pm 15.6.20

® Component 2 Research Field Report using Online
Ethnographic Research and/or Autoethnography 2000 words
50% Deadline: 11:59 pm 5.6.20

Component 1: Reflexive Research Journal (50%, 2000 words).

A reflexive diary with daily entries and reflection that follows the
course lectures and time in ‘the field” (equivalent to 2000 words).

A diary is a subjective enterprise and will be personally constructed in
a style that suits you - thematic entries that discuss particular ideas
and observations are a useful way of structuring your journal. There
are few guidelines to structure content; however, whilst you are free
to establish your own method, and are encouraged to be as creative as
feels fitting, you are also expected to include entries that detail how
you are feeling about your experiences, the lectures, the lecture
content and the process you are going through during the module.
These entries should consider the part you play in the process
(reflexive) and in total should form a reflection of the process as a



whole through your eyes. You should be thinking of yourself as an
anthropologist and can draw on other anthropological journals for
Inspiration.

Component 2: Research Field Report using Online Ethnographic
Research and/or Autoethnography 2000 words — 50%.

The findings of your research should be written up as a report, taking
the form of a mini-ethnography. In other words, you will use this as
an opportunity to write up what you have learnt in the way that
mirrors that of professional anthropologists. A mini-ethnography is a
piece of writing that uses thick, detailed description to depict and
analyse the experience you had in the field. You should structure it
with an introduction, create a brief methods section, an ethics section,
and the option to include a theoretical section too (remember to also
include a bibliography). The piece should inform the reader about the
people you were studying but also offers some analysis about the
cultural practices, customs, habits and social expectations you
experienced.
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Other Readings

The following books are just a small selection of those that address
anthropological research methodologies and ethics. In addition, you
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are also expected to read around, and research, the subject of your
mini-research project.
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Useful Web Resources
® Association of Social Anthropologists. These are the ethical

guidelines issued at an Extraordinary AGM held in Lampeter

http://www.theasa.org/ethics.shtml

National Association for the Practice of Anthropology (part of

American Anthropological Association) http://

www.practicinganthropology.org

Handbook on Ethical Issues in Anthropology http://

www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/toc.htm

The Society for Applied Anthropology http://www.sfaa.net
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