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Suffragettes
The Suffrage movement was active throughout the country, but their most famous (and infamous) actions took place in London. Because of the political nature of the events that happened, an examination of the collections contained within the Museum of London, the National Archives, Hansard, and the UK Parliamentary archives was necessary. Below are a selection of these sources, their current locations, and the significance to the Suffragettes. 

Museum of London, London, “Daily Sketch”, June 9th 1913, 2003.46/188, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/748733.html  
Museum of London, Suffragettes collection. Front page of the popularist / conservative newspaper the Daily Sketch. dated June 9th 1913. The headline reads “Death of Emily Davison, who stopped the King's Derby Horse, and is the first woman to give her life for Votes for Women[footnoteRef:1]”, There are several photographs of Davidson, including the aftermath of her attempt to stop the kings’ horse.  [1:  Museum of London, London, “Daily Sketch”, June 9th 1913, 2003.46/188, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/748733.html ] 

Published after her death, this source is significant because it helps to highlight the coverage the suffragette movement garnered. Following this unfortunate event, many in government viewed the suffragettes as dangerous, fanatical, and hysterical women much to the detriment of the cause. 

Museum of London, London, “The Daily Mirror”, 1912, 2008.1/19, (Accessed   November 24th 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/772371.html 
Museum of London, Suffragettes collection. Front page of the Daily Mirror 1912, a middle-class paper organised to cover women’s interest and issues.  This is earlier, but comparable to the Daily Sketch’s coverage of the suffrage movement. This source is focusing on actions taken in Wales, depicting the violent response to their interruption of a David Lloyd George speech. There is photographic evidence of the physical abuse’s suffragettes received.  
This source highlights the different approaches taken by politically different papers. Also, the photographs demonstrate the feeling of many during this period, that female suffrage was detrimental and should be resisted. 



The National Archives, London, “Census Boycott”, 1911, RG14-118, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/census-boycott/ 
National Archives, London, Suffragettes Catalogue.  A 1911 census form, this artifact features several suffragist stickers that overlap and obscure key portions of the document. In the areas not covered, the boycotter has written “No Person Here Only Women![footnoteRef:2]”. The significance of this, is that Emmeline Pankhurst called on the suffragettes to boycott the census and risk the fine or imprisonment, as a response to the failures of the Liberal government. The nonviolent and peaceful nature of this artifact is an example of the approach the suffragettes took at this moment. However, following this, in 1912 the WSPU became more militant in their dissidence.  [2:  The National Archives, London, “Census Boycott”, 1911, RG14-118, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/census-boycott/ ] 

The National Archives, London, “‘Pillar-box militancy’”, December 20th 1912, ASSI 52/212, (Accessed November 23rd 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/pillar-box-militancy/ 
National Archives, London. A photograph entitled Pillar-box militancy. Featuring several men and officials surrounding a post box on London’s fleet street, the contents of which appearing to have been destroyed by what is described in the underlying captions as “Militants[footnoteRef:3]”. This is significant, as it contrasts the peaceful nature expressed in the census boycott a year earlier, and signifies the more militant campaign of letter bombings and arsons that would be conducted between 1912 and 1914.  [3:  The National Archives, London, “‘Pillar-box militancy’”, December 20th 1912, ASSI 52/212, (Accessed November 23rd 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/pillar-box-militancy/ ] 

The National Archives, London, "Divisions in Prison”, May 1909, ZPER 34/134, (Accessed November 21st 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/divisions-in-prison/ 
National Archives, London. Published in the London Illustrated News in 1909. This source features two photographs, one of a Suffragette prisoner in her spartan cell and one of a male political offender imprisoned in his lavishly furnished cell more akin to a hotel suite. This source is a commentary of how the government dealt with each dissident based on their sex. Women needed to be punished for their opposition, while men received preferential treatment, as if it was their “right” to disagree with the government. Males were able to change them with a single vote. 



The National Archives, London, “Lady Constance Lytton”, December 8th 1911, HO 144/1119/203651, (Accessed November 23rd 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/lady-constance-lytton/ 
The National Archives, London. A letter from the WSPU activist, Lady Constance Lytton to the Home Secretary. She details the double standards that were present in the police, courts, and prisons regarding the treatment of suffragettes of different social standings. She provides examples of women being harshly treated compared to herself. In order to avoid this preferential treatment, she was arrested under the name Jane Warton. This source demonstrates that the suffrage movement was not only a working- and middle-class movement, but was also supported by the upper classes. 
Museum of London, London, “Votes for Women, men & Women help the suffragettes to Rush the House of Commons”, 1908, 50.82/647b, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from:  https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/477502.html 
Museum of London, London. A flyer calling on both men and women to help rush the House of Commons. This was produced and distributed by the WSPU, highlighting the organisational sophistication of the movement. It is an important source because, like Lady Lytton’s letter, it calls for both men and women to support this action. The fact that 13 men were arrested following this raid on the Houses of parliament, also indicates that there was some male support of the movement during this period. 
Museum of London, London, “Public Meeting, Steinway Hall”, 1909-1911, 50.82/686, (Accessed November 25th 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/287785.html 
Museum of London, London. An advertisement of an organised political event, in this case, a meeting which is reminiscent of the male dominated political parties of the time. As with the previous source, the production of handbills, flyers, posters, and other forms of propaganda documents were widely utilised by the WSPU. They were an attempt to try and gain support from every aspect of society, both male and female. As a source, this indicates that the WSPU wished to conduct themselves officially. Informing supporters of their aims and objectives, and structuring themselves as a legitimate political organisation. 
Hansard, UK Parliament, “Parliamentary Franchise (Women) Bill.”, March 28th 1912, volume 36, cc615-731, (Accessed November 26th 2023), Available from: https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1912/mar/28/parliamentary-franchise-women-bill#S5CV0036P0_19120328_HOC_305 
Hansard, Parliamentary archive, UK Parliament. Transcript of the second reading and debate of the 1912 Parliamentary Franchise Bill. This debate sought to extend the franchise to women, however, this was defeated shortly afterwards. This is a significant source, as it highlights some of the more virulent anti-suffrage rhetoric and objections. Throughout this transcript, Viscount Helmsley, was one of the most prominent and outspoken opponents of enfranchisement. He was a typical example of anti-suffrage Lords and MP’s. 
Parliamentary Archives, UK Parliament, “1918 Representation of the People Act, second page”, February 6th 1918, HL/PO/PU/1/1918/7&8G5c64, (Accessed November 26th 2023), Available from: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/case-study-the-right-to-vote/the-right-to-vote/birmingham-and-the-equal-franchise/1918-representation-of-the-people-act/1918-representation-of-the-people-act-second-page/ 
Parliamentary Archives, UK Parliament. Scan of the second page of the 1918 representation of the people act. This document outlines the new voting conditions, and qualification for women voters moving forward.  It is the culmination of the work of both suffragists and suffragettes. Its significance is undeniable regarding the topic of female enfranchisement. It was the start of female equality. All the hard work, militancy, peaceful protests, hardships, and abuses that had been inflicted on the campaigners were vindicated by this act.

All of the above archival sources highlight just how difficult and monumental the struggle was for female enfranchisement in Britain. The number of materials available relating to this topic is huge. A wealth of resources exist, including objects, documents, letters, photographs, newspaper extracts and more. All tell the same story, if it wasn’t for these brave individuals, our society would potentially be very different.    
With the widespread and expanding digitisation of archival sources, the ability to find and access thousands of records, documents and other historical materials is now easier than ever. Historian’s ability to access relevant sources and evidence, is now at an unprecedented level. This opens up all different types of new and exciting avenues for future studies and more detailed research. 
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