	
	
	



Alexander Hamilton 1755 to 1804. P.S. Hadcroft.
Alexander was neither Republican nor Democrat, he was a staunch federalist. It became obvious that both state and interstate governments were required to keep the States united. Alexander pushed for a Central Bank. President George Washington wanted a central form of Government but was concerned about a centralized banking system. On his left he had Hamilton pushing for a central bank, on his right was Thomas Jefferson who was vehemently opposed to it. Jefferson leaned towards the farmers, agriculture, simple living, high thinking and peace of mind, whereas Hamilton in his desire to elevate his stature, showed more allegiance towards the affluent bankers.                                                                                       
 A little more background about Alexander:                                                                                      His father was a Scottish merchant, his mother a French Jewess from Nevis Island in the West Indies. Alexander was born at St Croix on Nevis Island. His father left when he was just 10 years old and never returned. We know Alexander wrote to him, but the History books say Alexander was abandoned. His mother died a few years later from yellow fever, so he was well and truly on his own feet from an early age. All that was left to him by his parents was a small library of books, mostly on Greek and Roman statesmen. It is easy to imagine him dreaming of a higher position in life than the one he ‘landed in’ in his present incarnation. In his own words: “My ambition is so prevalent that I disdain the grovelling conditions of a clerk to which my fortune condemns me. I would willingly risk my life, though not my character, to exalt my station.” (1) In Andrew Porwancher’s book “The Jewish World of Alexander Hamilton”, we find “In the 1760s, Alexander attended a Jewish school in Nevis, which was housed in a synagogue in Charleston, the island’s capital. The local Anglican school was not an option for Alexander, because he was a bastard in the eyes of the church. Porwancher argues, however, that “uneasy Jewish-Christian relations make it improbable that a Christian child could attend a Jewish school,” which supports his contention that Hamilton may have been Jewish.” In 1772 Alexander was sponsored by a handful of local people on his Island, to go to North America to get an education. They were impressed by his writing skills, particularly by a letter he had written to his father about a hurricane that hit St Croix, that had been re-printed in the Royal Danish American Gazette. Princeton rejected him but he was accepted into Kings College (Now Columbia University) New York City, in 1773. During the Revolutionary war, he became George Washington’s right-hand man, well noted for his bravery. Washington promoted him to Lieutenant Colonel. After the war he resigned his military commission to study Law and was accepted into the New York Barr association after only six months, this shows he was keen, clever and ambitious. His ambition was as much of a dog at his own heels, as he became at the heels of his rivals.  John Adams called him “The bastard brat of a Scottish peddler.” Bastard, because he was born out of wedlock and to cruelly deride him for his troublesome nature. (In those days to be illegitimate carried much more of a stigma than it does today) and ‘Brat’ because he doggedly badgered his adversaries. Thomas Jefferson referred to him as ‘the barking dog.’ There is some confusion among historians as to the exact date of Alexander Hamilton’s birth however, in the light of the Chinese Zodiac, Alexander showed the traits of someone born in the Chinese year of the dog. 1755 was the Chinese year of the Wood Dog.                                            Hamilton saw Jefferson as quiet and sneaky, undermining and secretly ambitious.
(1) https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/alexander-hamilton
When George Washington became the first President of the United States, he appointed Thomas Jefferson Secretary of State and Alexander Hamilton as his Treasury Secretary. There could not have been more opposing views than these two held. Jefferson had grown up in the colonies, he appreciated the farmers and felt agriculture was the way forward, he saw no need for the industry and commerce of Europe. The Land was fertile enough, the plantations fruitful, in his eyes there was no need for a National centralized Bank that would simply invite foreign control and industry and pander to the same wealthy overlords the New Americans were hoping to leave behind.                                                                          “Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever He had a chosen people,” wrote Jefferson. An interesting choice of words, indirectly, referring to Hamilton and the wealthy bankers with whom Hamilton spent much of his time.                                                                     Hamilton, like Washington, favoured a centralized government but Hamilton, ever determined to raise his status in life, also wanted to establish a central National Bank.  All the states were in debt to the Bank, now the war was over it was time to repay their loans, with interest, of course, or forfeit their land, homes, and possessions. One wonders, if the huge sums of money required for the wholesale slaughter of their fellow man were not available to them to buy weapons, whether they might have found other ways to settle their differences, if indeed, there was any real problem before the bankers showed up.                  The Central bank idea clashed heavily with Jefferson’s picture of freedom.                        “Some of the Northern States realised even though many of them were more heavily in debt because they saw turning over their debt as the first step towards weakening themselves and empowering the central government. The Southern States resisted pooling their debt even more fiercely. They had been less ravaged by the war and believed that pooling their debt meant that all states would share the burden of the debt equally. They didn’t want to incur the debts incurred outside their State.” (2) The ‘North American continent’ was beset by two enemies. The British Monarchy that had its stranglehold on the ‘New World’, the other enemy, even more insidious, was being proposed by Hamilton, partly because it was an easier solution to manage National debt caused by the recent war, partly because it would empower a central government and give it a financial backbone, which Hamilton saw as the way forward for a united America and because he was most certainly going to reap financial rewards for helping the Bankers get their foothold. Either of them meant slavery in Jefferson’s eyes.                                                                                                                                           It was all done very cleverly with sugar and spice and a silver tongue, hiding his personal ambition, which became most apparent to Jefferson, Madison and Burr, a brief time later. “Hamilton proposed the creation of a Bank of the United States. ‘The Bank’, wrote Hamilton, ‘was to be established under a private, not public direction… under the guidance of individual interest, not public policy.”  This might raise questions about his allegiances. A musician (like myself) would say that Hamilton shook hands with the Devil at the crossroads and now he was selling his country down the river! Hamilton emphasized the need for a National Bank, Jefferson stood in his way.  
(2) Alexander Hamilton chronology public broadcast service, (Kanefield Teri, The Making of America, Alexander Hamilton Abraham Brooks, For Young Readers 2017.)
Yes, in the short term a Central Bank would manage to spread the debt out evenly among the States and make it easier to pay it off but let us not forget how that debt was created by the Bankers in the first place!                                                                                                                 “Hamilton tried to explain that ‘funded debt’, meaning debt in the form of securities… along with a central bank would allow the Government to have a source of income other than taxes. He promised that the bank would be carefully regulated so it would operate as ‘a tool for public good’. Such a Bank would serve as a nursery for wealth.” However, a nursery for private wealth is not a nursery for public wealth, nor is it a nursery for Government wealth. In fact, the Banks loan money to the Government at interest, thus the Government is forever indebted to the Bank or perhaps ‘ensnared’ would be closer to the point. Since the time of Alexander Hamilton, the Banks have dictated Government policy. There is a famous quote from Mayer Amschel Rothschild, a close friend of Alexander Hamilton, that goes: “Give me control of a country’s money and I care not who makes her laws.”                                      “James Madison vigorously fought Hamilton’s Bill in the House of Representatives… but it passed in both houses of congress and was submitted for the president’s signature in February 1791.” “Republican capture of the White House in 1800 and continued control did not bode well for the Bank, and when its first charter expired, the Senate rejected a bid to renew it. President Madison felt the consequences during the war of 1812, when there was no central bank to fund the military effort and as a result, he endorsed renewal in 1816.” (3) You’re damned if you do and you’re damned if you don’t!                                                 Rothschild wanted to establish his bank and Hamilton was his agent to help him do so. Jefferson said the constitution made no provision for establishing corporations or a central bank but after much debating, and, no doubt, lobbying by the bankers, Hamilton won and The Bank of The United States opened in Philadelphia on December 12th 1792, spreading like mistletoe to Boston, New York, Charleston, Baltimore, Norfolk, Savannah, Washington D.C, and New Orleans. ‘The National Bank’ soon became the largest corporate body in the United States. Thomas Witting 1731 – 1821 was made President of the Bank, he was also a big-time slave trader. He was believed to be the richest man in America.                                                                                                         Hamilton served his purpose, but the fruits of his labours were short lived. The Bank of U.S.A charter lasted 20 years which was longer than Hamilton survived. Aaron Burr 1756 – 1836 shot and killed him in a duel in 1804. He lost his life, but the Bank of the United States of America lives on as green as thriving mistletoe, financing wars, devastation, poverty, depression and misery, as it serves humanity as (“a tool for public good.” A. Hamilton.)

(3) (Alexander Hamilton chronology public broadcast service, (Kanefield Teri, The Making of America, Alexander Hamilton Abraham Brooks, For Young Readers 2017.)
                   On closing, I am left wondering what America would have been like if they had broken free from the British stranglehold, paid off their own war debts by selling their own produce, rather than selling America’s soul to the International Bankers.                                                                                                                           I found Thomas Jefferson’s vision for the future of America far more savoury than Hamilton’s but although I did not agree with Alexander Hamilton’s policies, there were things I also found unappealing about Thomas Jefferson. Admirably Hamilton walked his talk, stood his ground, was an excellent writer, a courageous soldier and a loved family man. He lived and died on the edge. I believe he was misguided because of his ambition to climb the social ladder, used by extraordinarily wealthy individuals to serve their own ends.            I don’t blame him; he could not read the future.                                                                         Today America’s two-party system are as opposed now as Jefferson’s and Hamilton were in their day. The Democrats believe in minimum wages, progressive taxation, higher taxation for higher earners, they are fine about extracting taxes to fund the Government. They believe in decreased spending on military, think that abortion and gay marriage are acceptable, and they are against the death penalty.                                                                                                                                       Republicans, on the other hand, believe taxes should be the same for everyone regardless of a person’s wealth and that wages should be set by the free market. They believe in spending more on defence, are against abortion and gay marriage, and they support the death penalty. The Democrats believe in more Government regulations, the Republicans believe in less. Heads or tails? The wealthy elite? Or the people.                                                              “Give all the power to the many, they will oppress the few, give all power to the few, they will oppress the many.” Alexander Hamilton.
That Alexander Hamilton wrote 51 of the of the 85 Federalist Papers, is remarkable! His pen was mightier than the sword! From his very first letter to his father that got him into Kings College, through to his penning the federal papers, he was brilliant. I have used the quote, “Those who stand for nothing fall for everything,” on numerous occasions, never knowing its origin. 
“A nation which can prefer disgrace to danger is prepared for a master and deserves one.”
 Alexander Hamilton. 1705 – 1804 Rip.
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