Observational Template (Semi-structured)
Note: Please make sure to read the assessment guidance for this assessment. The boxes below should expand as you type.
	Name: Bella
Date of birth: 29/10/15
Date of observation & time: January 22, 2024, 12:00pm
Lesson/Subject: Nursery

	Teacher/adult input:
[bookmark: _Int_1psP2Cj2]The adults interact with the child to foster learning and skill enhancement. For instance, an adult initiates an interaction with the child by playing with a car toy, demonstrating actions such as rolling it down a ramp and producing a noise when the toy reaches the bottom. The child then picks up a different car toy and imitates the behaviour of the adult, indicating progression through Piaget’s preoperational stage of cognitive development. During this interaction, the adult counts to two before releasing the car, with the child mirroring the counting behaviour simultaneously.
[bookmark: _Int_RVyjjYsJ]On a separate occasion, the same adult sits with a group of children at a table, assembling toys into a circle. In order to engage the children, the adult poses questions about the colours and shapes of the toys. This enhances cognitive skills by encouraging development of their language and vocabulary, communication, and critical thinking abilities among the children. 
[bookmark: _Int_7w0I50rm]Furthermore, later in the video, a different adult guides the child to an empty table and presents small dinosaur toys for the child to interact with. Engaging the child, the adult inquires about the toy’s identity and the noises they made, stimulating the child’s cognitive processes and problem-solving abilities crucial for advancement. The adult also asks questions about the colour of the toys and the flying capability of dinosaurs. The adult explains that dinosaurs cannot fly but demonstrates their movement using the toy, enriching the child’s understanding through hands-on experience. 

	What the child is expected to do: 
[bookmark: _Int_EUG4lP9f]The observed child is expected to be in the preoperational stage of cognitive development, according to Piaget’s theory. Therefore, there are a variety of skills that they are likely to accomplish at this level. For instance, the child should demonstrate representational skills through the use of language, pretend play, pictorial representation, and spatial representation. The observed child is also expected to display behaviours of imitation, as this means that they are learning how to do things themselves and thus building their self-confidence. 

	Child interactions with others:
[bookmark: _Int_XdnXnaow]The child actively engages with the other children and the adults through various instances. For example, a group of children use the toy building blocks to construct a tower and when successful, the children react to the stability of the tower by clapping and cheering. In a separate scenario, the child joins a table with a few other children and an adult, where the adult begins to connect toys of assorted colours and slightly different shapes together to make a circle. The children imitate this behaviour, showcasing progress within Piaget’s stage theory of cognitive development. Notably, when one child spins their circle, the observed child mirrors the action, providing further evidence of cognitive development. Throughout the video, the adults actively encourage the child’s participation, facilitating engagement with various toys including cars and small dinosaurs. 

	Summary of strengths/difficulties:
Throughout the video, the child consistently displayed a behaviour in response to task completion. For example, during an interaction with other children, whereby they were constructing a tower out of building blocks, the children all clapped and cheered when the tower was completed without falling over. This is a strength as it highlights the child’s ability to recognise and acknowledge positive outcomes.
Also, the child shows a range of imitation behaviours, underscoring their progression through Piaget’s stages of cognitive development. Therefore, this is a strength as it supports Piaget’s theory and demonstrates the child’s cognitive advancement. 
The child showcases understanding of object permanence when they realised that the blocks had fallen onto the floor, indicating mastery of skills in the sensorimotor stage before progressing onto the subsequent stage. This is a strength as it shows support for Piaget’s theory and reinforces the child’s cognitive development journey. 
On the other hand, one way in which the observed child displayed a difficulty was when they engaged in egocentric thought. This was evident in the video as the child appeared to resist to share their toy while seated at the table with the other children. However, according to Piaget, such behaviour is common in the preoperational stage of his theory of cognitive development. 

	Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style): 
According to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development, the observed child is at the preoperational stage, typically spanning the ages of 2 to 7 years old. This phase marks the onset of language acquisition, as well as the development of memory and imagination (Bashrin, Syeda Dishari, 2015). Notably, a child develops and enhances their representational skills through language, pretend play, pictorial representation, and spatial representation during this phase. 
A child must master one level before they can advance onto the next stage of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. The initial stage, sensorimotor, spans from birth to around two years old. During this crucial stage, children explore their environment through sensory experiences sight, touch, taste, and sound, as noted by Piaget (Hogan, 2024). An important experience during this stage is the understanding of object permanence which refers to when infants grasp that objects exist even when out of sight. In the video, the child’s reaction to fallen building blocks demonstrates evidence of object permanence, indicating the completion of the sensorimotor stage before advancing onto the preoperational stage. The subsequent stages, according to Piaget, are the concrete operational stage (7-11 years old), and the formal operational stage (from eleven years old to adulthood). 
According to Piaget, symbolic thought is a central aspect of the preoperational stage of cognitive development. Children at this stage are expected to engage in symbolic thinking, utilising symbols to represent words, people, and ideas. The observed child showed clear use of symbolic thought by pretending a toy brick was a phone, holding it to their ear. This is also an example of the child’s ability to engage in imaginative play, further affirming their grasp of symbolic thought.
In the preoperational stage of cognitive development, children are expected to mimic the behaviours of others, facilitating social learning and the acquisition of new knowledge about appropriate behaviour. The child displays imitation multiple times through the video. Firstly, the child observes standing in one part of the room and joins them, mirroring the noise they are making. Subsequently, during an interaction between the observed child and an adult, the adult rolls a toy car down a ramp, making a noise, the child then imitates the action. When the adult counts to 2, the child imitates this counting simultaneously, which demonstrates numerical knowledge. During another interaction, seated at a table with the same adult and other children, the child mimics the adult's expression of “ouch” when assembling toys into a circle shape. Additionally, the observed child replicates the spinning action of a child sitting across from them of their circle toy. These instances clearly illustrate the child’s acquisition of the expected skills at the preoperational stage of cognitive development. 
[bookmark: _Int_t8lSaSnu]According to Piaget, drawing serves as a valuable tool for assessing a child’s cognitive development. However, in the video, there was no demonstration of drawing shown. Drawing offers children a beneficial means to create visual representations of people and objects in the child’s world, thus enhancing further develop their capacity for symbolic thinking.
In the preoperational stage, children are expected to develop their mental imagery skills. This suggests that a child may become curious and seek names for things to better comprehend their thoughts. In the video, the observed child displayed evidence of this ability when presented with toy dinosaurs by an adult who asked them questions about the toys. For instance, the adult asked the child if they knew what animal the toys were and what sounds they made. The child’s responses clearly indicated their capacity to develop mental imagery, demonstrating their cognitive growth and understanding. 
[bookmark: _Int_YFEKEwvI]Moreover, Piaget's theory of cognitive development suggests that a child at the preoperational stage may be more likely to engage in egocentric thinking, where they may struggle to comprehend that others have different perspectives. Piaget posited that children at this stage often lack the ability to see situations from another person’s viewpoint. To explore egocentrism, Piaget conducted an experiment involving a doll positioned at various locations around a three-dimensional model of three mountains, prompting children to consider how the doll perceives the scene (APA, 2018). This experiment aimed to assess children’s abilities to adopt different visual perspectives. Results revealed that children in the preoperational stage of Piaget’s stage theory (typically between ages 2-7 years old) frequently encountered difficulties with this task. Piaget (1970/1972, p. 21) noted, “the infant relates everything to his body, as if it were the centre of the universe – but a centre that is unaware of itself,” suggesting that egocentric thought is likely from toddlerhood through early childhood. The video depicted the observed child’s demonstration of egocentric thinking when they refused to share their toy with other children while seated at the table.
[bookmark: _Int_PjdiMqug][bookmark: _Int_SoOspnb8]During the preoperational stage of Piaget’s theory, children begin using language but have not yet mastered mental manipulation of information. In the video, the observed child appeared to be around three or four years old, placing them roughly midway through this stage of cognitive development, indicating that their skills were still developing. Throughout the video, the child produced a variety of sounds and demonstrated understanding of shapes and colours when prompted by adults. This therefore suggests that the child’s language skills were progressing successfully. 
In conclusion, the observation of this child’s behaviours reveals a successful progression in their development within Piaget’s preoperational stage of cognitive development. Notably, the child’s ability to imitate and mimic adult behaviours signifies an acquisition of self-awareness and understanding of their environment. Furthermore, their engagement in imaginative play underscores their ability to think symbolically, indicating a firm grasp on representational skills- an essential aspect emphasised by Piaget for this stage of cognitive growth. Overall, the child’s behaviours illustrate considerable progress towards cognitive maturation in line with Piaget’s theoretical framework.
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